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Dedicated 

to 


the values which Maulana Abut Kalam Azad 

cherished m his life and 
symbolized in his person: 

Humanism as the ideal of social relationship 
Secularism as the basis of political activity 
Tolerance and cosmopolitanism as the quintessence of religion 
Intellectual emancipation as the kernel of academic pursuits 
Dedication to the cause of the common veople 

and 

Impeccable honesty in public hfe 





Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (1888-1958) was one of those celebrities of 
India whom nature had endowed with extraordinary qualities of heart and 
mind He represented in his person the genius of an Encyclopaedist, the fire 
of a revolutionary, the vision of a philosopher the aesthetic sensivlty of a poet 
and 

His life was gentle, and the elements 

So mixed in him, that Nature might stand up 

And say to the world- This was a man/” 

Both humanism and erudition found an ideal expression in him’ his 
graciousness was as bewitching as his scholarship was awe-inspiring 

The Maulana was one of the architects of modern India. A front rank 
leader of the freedom struggle, his message of national unity, secularism and 
dedication to the cause of the country shall remain echoing down the 
corridors of time. 



(Our immortality is embossed on the scroll of the world) 

Religion, Philosophy, History and Literature were his special fields of 
study. He was a voracious reader of works in English, French, Arabic. Persian 
and Urdu With his photographic memory and a computer -like brain he 
classified and stored in his mind Inexhausbble treasures of data. Facts came 
rushing to him when he started talking about any subject His punctilious 
ways and Introvert nature -which sometimes annoyed people - were, in fact, 
psychological essentials for using his brain for proper aggregation of 
knowledge. 

Maulana Azad’s deep aesthetic temperament had acquired its hue and 
colour from the traditions of Persian poetry. He thought in verse and wrote in 
prose. Thousands of Persian verses were on the tip of his tongue and he 


quoted them with an amazing ease and felicity. He could portray with minute 
details the special characteristics of any world civilization, its contribution to 
human thought and behaviour and the factors which led to its rise and fall. 
His insight in the trends of Eastern and Western thought was Immltable His 
analysis of complicated situations provided light and guidance to his 
colleagues His deep and intimate knowledge of the Qur’an was the sheet 
anchor of his personality and he interpreted religion in terms of humanism, 
compassion and benevolence His Weltanschauung rose above all barriers - 
ideological, linguistic, social and cultic 

And the Maulana was a statesman with a clear vision, unerring 
judgement, high standards of probity and integrity in public life His powerful 
oratory, his feailess journalism and his relentless Pursuit of truth made his 
personality appear invincible [bay-panah) 

Paying tribute to his memory in the Parliament, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehni 
said 

“We have had great men and we will have great men: but I do submit that 
that peculiar and special type of greatness that Maulana Azad represented is 
not likely to be reproduced In India or anywhere else”. 

And he was no doubt correct 

This album, which Is being brought out on his 100th birth anniversary, is 
an attempt to Illustrate his life, thought and achievements through pictures, 
portraits, sketches and diagrams mostly in colours borrowed from his own 
wntings. On this occasion one is reminded of his own words : 
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Luminous OLinL of 

LncucCovaecCic 

^ -- 

uQiozoleage 

“He represented the great men of the Renaissance, or In a later period, of the Encyclopaedists who preceded 
the French Revolution, men of Intellect, men of action a great man, a man of luminous Intelligence and a 
mighty Intellect with an amazing capacity to pierce through a problem to Its core . . the best word I can use 
about his mind — a luminous mind " Jawaharlal Nehru in Parliament on 24 Feb,?l958 

“Maulana has an astonishing memory and his information on a variety of subjects Is encyclopaedic He Is 
conversant enough with many trends of modem thought, reads masses of books, , , He has Plato and 
Aristotle at his linger tips * Jawaharlal Nehru In a letter to Indira Gandhi, “from the unmentionable place," 
dated October 15, 1942 
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•( 1) “I have come to know him (the Maulana) very intimately during these months here (in Ahmednagar Jail) I knew 

him how full of learning he was, how wise In counsel I have found him to be also a very brave and gaUant 
gentleman, a finished product of the culture that. In these disturbed days, unhappily pertains to few " — R. 
Jawaharlal Nehru 

•(2) We had In Maulana Sahib the civilised mind" — Dr. Radhakrishnan 

•(3) “One of the stalwarts of the Congress, Maulana Azad was called a sclntllattlng solitaire In the diadem of the 
Organisation " Amrlt Bazar Patrika 

•(4) “His greatness was the greatness of a naturally great man". — UN Dhebar 

•(5) “this morning at breakfast, (in Ahmadnagar jail), quite unexpectedly, there was a heated Interchange of 

aggressive language between the Maulana and me. It was not much and it lasted barely a minute Nothing really 
offensive was said by either of us, we kept more or less within the bounds of propriety .A new kind of daUa was 
prepared.. . Maulana said that it made it harder to digest I said that any way those who were going to take It 
had good digestion.This remark of mine somehow upset Maulana (He) said something about my arrogance 
In regard to my health. There were a few more remarks, and counter-remarks I felt rather sorry afterwards 
and decided to express my regret to the Maulana But he forestalled me and at the next meal together he 
expressed regret before all others He made a point of this — doing it before the others who had heard the 
previous argument He is the perfect gentleman." Jawaharlal Nehru 
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One of tfie imnwrtcds of 

I T r* ^r* 


Indian ^History 


d'Sij — ^ 

(Never dies the man whose heart is enlivened by cosmic emotion. 

Our immortality is embossed on the scroU. of the worl±) — Hafiz 

(1) remember him as one of the immortals of Indian history. In paying tribute to him let us 

''' va,„. „H.ch can 

Ren^<i<Mn*^ ^ndla, he brought to Islam and to Indian nationalism the spirit of a new 

reformation and a political wisdom equal to the new needs ' - ne National 

^d ‘inS'duSr? MnSm ? * especlaUy of the Arab world and Western Asia 
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As early as 1920 Maulana Azad had started feeling that he was not of the age he was bom in 
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In a letter on December 23, 1937, he wrote to Ghulam Rasul Mehr 
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Mrs Sarojlni Naldu is reported to have remarked 

"Do not talk of Maulana's age He was fifty the day he was bom ” 

A prodigy with such unusual effulgence could hardly accomodate himself with the world around A feeling of 
uneasiness mixed with exotic perceptions characterised his life 
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S^n Institution 



• “He had become an Institution In the national life of India" — J B Krtpalanl | | 

• “He belonged to the masses, but he was always in a class by himself." - The Leader, 
Allahabad 

■ ■ C’J iV/dv If?' uiO « i iC ^ ” 

• “He was a great representative of Indian culture which In Its essence excludes nothing 
that Is valuable and worth havir^ and absorbs what Is good, noble and beautiful 
artistically, normally and spiritually" Rajendera Prasad 

• “Maulana Azad was very much more than a great nationalist He was a great man, almost 
an Institution by himself — The Assam Ttibune, Gauhatl 

# 

</i tflPj cJTj ^ ^ 
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^fiiCoso-pfier, friend 

and Quide 

! U vl 
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“His counsel was sought to resolve all complicated tangles and It was freely and frankly 
given without fear or favour “ Rajendra Prasad 

“He was reputed for cool thinking and level-headedness, and was consulted on all 
Important issues even by Mahatma Gandhi Maulana Azad belonged to the triumvirate 
that ruled the country and the Congress, and was a tower of strength to Prime Minister 
Nehru ” The Nagpur Tunes. Nagpur 

“ Maulana Azad was widely respected for his sober judgement, from adjudicator in 
difficulties that arose within the organisation itself he became in late years an elder 
statesman of whom a host of people, whether Congressmen or not, sought and obtained 
counsel" The Statesman 

“I know his counsel and friendship will be greatly missed by yourself and all who knew 
him" — Macmillan’s message to Nehru 

he had been gifted with a vision which helped the country in the time of need ” — B C 

Roy. 

“His brilliant analysis of any situation was always an Intellectual treat” — N V Gadgil 

“The most distressed man today in India must be the Prime Minister, for he has lost a 
comrade to whom he always turned for umnhiblted counsel " — The Hmdustan Tunes 
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Ltadcr of the 0-Teedom Stru^^Ce 

• “We <we our Independence to a large extent to leaders like him." — G.B Pant in 
Rajya Sabha 

• "One of the principal architects of India's freedom." — U Nu (Burma) 

• ". .a national hero who led us through the struggle for freedom* — Atulya Chose 





Soon after the "Quit India" ResoluUon 
was passed. 



“ . like a beacon light (he) stood throughout his life on the rock of our 
nationalism " — Mrs Violet Alva 


“This Is the first time In the history of the Congress that any 
one person has held the reins of the ofllce of Congress 
President continuously for six years This honour goes 
to Maulana Abul Kalam Azad During these six years, 
whatever difficulties the Congress had to face ..were faced 
under the able and inspiring leadership of Maulana Azad. 
After we passed the Quit India Resolution I have watched 
Maulana Azad during all this period work both day and night 
There has not been a single occasion in these six years of 
great stress and strain when Maulana Azad failed to maintain 
the dignity and honour of the high office he held 
He never allowed the honour of the Congress to be sullied 
The credit for bringing us to the present position in our struggle 
for independence goes entirely to Maulana Azad. We asked 
the British to Quit India in 1942 . We are now discussing 
the ways and means of their quittlngjvfauiana Azad deserves 
allpraise for the great achievement " — Sardar Patel In 1945 
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Architect of 9^o(Cern India 



In Constituent- Assembly Delhi, 


• “He was one of the architects of modem India" — J B Kripalanl 

• “He wanted to bring about the consolidation of our countnj’ — S Radhakrlshnan 

Maulana Azad Is one of the top-rankmg architects of modem India For about half a century he stood as a champion of 
the claims of nationalism, progress, freedom and democracy ’ In pre-independence era all his elTorts were directed towards 
'emancipation of the country’ and ‘preservation of the national unity', so much so that he became a living symbol of these 
Ideals In free India he stood for democratic principles and a secular approach which transcended all considerations of caste, 
colour or creed He devoted the last decade of his life to the stupendous task of building up the educational edifice of indepen- 
dent India He set In motion the national policy of education with these words 

“A truly liberal and humanitarian education may transform the outlook of the people and set it on the path of progress 
and prosperity, while an ill-conceived or unscientific system might destory all the hopes which have been cherished by 
generations of pioneers in the cause of national freedom ’’ 


19 May 1949 



2 Maulana Azad initiated bnsk and ceaseless activity in all spheres of national education and culture He appomted 
Conrmissions to look Into the Basic, the Secondary and the University Education His emphasis on technical education — 
establishment of the Institute of Higher Technology, revitalisation of the Indian Institute of Science, and the establishment of a 
chain of laboratories of Scientific Research — marked the beginning of a new era in the intellectual history of modem India 
Fully conscious of the value of cultural development of a morally autonomous society, he established academies of art, culture 
etc and set up a National Museum, 

“where the finest representations of Indian philosophy, literature and art may be preserved ” 

The Departments of Archaeology. Anthropology and Archives received new fillip from his policies Anxious to develop 
India’s cultural relations with the world outside, he set up Indian Council of Cultural Relations He declared 

“From the dawn of history Indian mind has oeen comprehensive, and tolerant of every kind of thought It admitted 

every kind of faith and accomodated all shades of opinion ” 

And the Maulana wanted to take the torch of education to every town and village of India He approvingly quoted 
Disraeli who used to say that a democracy has no future unless it educates its masses 

3 Maulana Azad loved India and her historical heritage and viewed it in world context He considered Upmshads the 
earliest source of pantheism in the history of human thought and admired Indian contribution in the sphere of music and 
drama He declared 

“We must not forget that in the past, India was a centre where the currents of Asiatic thought met and from which 
flowed out streams which spread to the farthest comer of the Asiatic continent To appreciate Ancient India truly it is 
therefore essential to have a knowledge and understanding of other Asiatic languages emd cultures as well ” 

He exhorted 

“We need a new history of Philosophy m which Indian philosophy may find its rightful place ” 
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4 A graulne Datkmallst and an apostle of Hlndu-Musllm unity, he never allonwed 

parochial or sectarian considerations to cloud his vision. 

5 Maulana Azad demonstrated In his life — which according to him was *an open 

book* — that Islam and national unity were not Incompatibles He declared at Ramgath: 
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,. Maulana Azad possessed a broad, and cosmopolitan outlook. He was international 
in his approach He said' 

...the nationalism propagated in the nineteenth century Europe Is all shattered 
and the world is sick of the bounds of 

narrow nationalism. . . Instead of small cooped up nationalities the world wants to 
build supematlonallsm Obvlousty there is no room for narrow-mindedness In this 
modem age. We shall find a secure place In the comity of nations only If tve are 
iTvternatlonal-mlrided and tolerant’ 

And thus advocated an international approach '.‘Do not forget that you can seal all 
your wordly possessions within national and geographical limits but no seal can be 
put on learning and civilisation " 

Though brought up in the tradition of medieval learning, the Maulana had an 
absolute^ modem mind He looked ahead, not backwards His emphasis on the 
education of technology and the continuance of the English language shows his 
farsightedness No national progress was possible without technology and Ignoring 
Er^gUsh meant sinking into ‘chaos and confusion ’ Discussing the value of English 
he said’ 

“The greatest advantage that we gained from the adoption of English was that many of 
the obstacles were automatically removed from our newty bom national life It has led 
to the unification of the entire country K Js the connecting link between all the 
Provincial Governments India’s position and recognition In the International world 
are greatly due to our ha'ving recourse to the English language both written and spoken " 

L6st he be charged of partiality towards the English language, he said. 

no Indian would be more anxious than myself to see that Indian languages 
should replace English You are also aware of the fact that I am not indebted to- 
English college or school you need not therefore suspect that I am in any way 
influenced In my opinion by my English education. I can make bold to say that my 
opinion Is perfectly unbiased." 
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‘iTte ImincibU 



Maulana Azad’s life was one of sincere and consistent dedication to the national cause 
He was above all communal considerations and stood for the highest values in public 
life. When Minister of Education, he was once criticised by Mr. Purshotam Das Tandon 
for his language policy and grant of some financial assistance to the Dcu--id-MusariruJin. 
of Azamgarh. The Maulana was deeply distressed. He delivered one of the most powerful 
orations In Parliament and said that his whole life was an 'open book’ and he was 
invincible because he had no axe to grind and no selfish motive to serve. 

^ ^ .... l/' iS/C >’ 

^ ^ f. o/t 

‘-if' ^ (}/ ^ 4- o 


“ He did not need to cultivate convictions: he breathed them.” The National 
Herald, Lucknow. 

Maulana Azad was an open book for anybody to read His qres, the 

characteristic waving of his hand, in fact his whole being spoke simultaneously. 
You could see behind every word that he uttered the faith and conviction of the 
great personality" — U.N. Dhebar. 
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J^L 



(Either develop a temperament which adapts to every situation in the world, 
Or muster courage to overlook and pass over the world around ) 


j\^i ^ H-7? «t O//^ w 2, ^ 

jL^L- \Sf\.J uif (f, iC^/Ld 





He adopted the second course, because he was not made to pursue the first one 
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Man 






(The heavens rotate for ages before one with a burnt heart like me appears In a 
family of fire brands) Ghalib 
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• The original home of Maulana Azad’s ancestors was Herat, a great 
cultural centre, almost in a straight line with Chisht, Jam and Bamiyan. 

• The family migrated to India during the time of Babur (1526-1530), first 
settled at Agra and later migrated to Delhi which became its permanent 
home. 


Maulana Jamal-u’d-din (alias Bahlul Dihlawi) was a distinguished 
ancestor of Maulana Azad. Disciple of Shaikh Da’ud Jhaniwal and pupil of 
Maulana Rafl-u’d-din Shirazl, he was an eminent scholar of Akbar’s 
period. He disagreed with Akbar’s Mahzar and disgusted with his religious 
whimsicalities left India along with Khan-i-A’zam ‘Aziz Koka and returned 
after about 12 year’s stay in Hljaz. His son Shaikh Muheimmad joined the 
discipline of Shaikh Ahmad Slrhlndi Mujaddid-i-Alf-i Than!. 
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Ancestor in India 



Muhammad Mohsin (a d^cendant of Jamal-u’d-din) 

Muhammad Ai^l 

I 

Muhammad Hadl 

I 

Khair-u'd-dln (father of Maulana Azad) 

Muhammad Hadi married a daughter of Maufana Munawwar-u’d-dln, an eminent scholar of the later Mughal period, 
whose family also belonged to Herat 


Sadr-u’d-din 


Rashid 


-u’d-dJn 


(a saint of Herat) 

{Qazi-ul-Quzat of Lahore and adviser to Naib-us- 
Sulianate of Ahmad Shah Abdali) 


Munawwar-u’d-dln (Rukn-ul-Mudamsin of the later Mughal penod) 

Munawwar-u’d-din was a pupil of Shah ‘Abdul Aziz, the famous ‘allm of Delhi and from him began a tradition of 
association with Shah ‘Abdul Aziz and his family and pupils. 


Taken as a whole the ancestors of Maulana Azad had Intellectual and spiritual links with (a) Shaikh Ahmad Sirhlndi 
Mujaddid-l-Alf-i-Thani, (b) Shah Waliullah and (c) Shah ‘Abdul Aziz — all distinguished figures In the hlstoiy of Islam in 
India 


His Father: Maulana Khairuddin 

Maulana Khair-u’d-dln was born in 1831. the year in which the Battle of Balakot was fought His father 
having died when he was hardly four, his maternal grandfather Maulana Munawwar-u d-dln (ob circa 
1856) brought him up. He went to Hijaz in circa 1860 In 1870-71 he married in Medina a daughter of 
Shaikh Muhammad b. Zahlr Watri, a great Traditionist and Mufti of Medina. Her name was Aliya she 
was the mother of Maulana Azad The family lived in Mecca near the Ka’ba: 
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Maulana Khair-u’d dm held a rigid and traditional approach in all religious 
matters He strictly adhered to the views and the discipline he had inherited from his 
elders He was opposed to rational and Muta’zllite approaches. He had a very large 
number of disciples in India — Bombay and Calcutta — and used to visit India 
frequently. He wrote several books on religious and mystical themes. He wrote a critical 
commentary on Shaikh Alusl ‘s Ruhal-Ma'anL “My father," says Maulana Azad, “also J 
became well knoAvn throughout the Islamic world after an Arabic work of his in ten | 
volumes was published in Egypt." (India Wins Freedom). His fame is Mecca rests on his [ 
efforts for the repair of Nahrl-Zubaida which supplied water to the city He was a poet 
also, with Khyun as his nomde plume 


Azad’s mother ‘Aliya was a lady of fervent piety 
— extremely generous and large-hearted From 
her Azad learnt lessons of humanitarian 
sympathy and tolerance She expired in 1899 
and was buried in Calcutta at the Manak Tala 
Graveyard. Maulana Khair-u’d- din built a 
marble dome over her grave. He was himself 
buried near her in this building 
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Maulana Khairuddm’s progeny 


Abdul Kalam 
Azad 


Abu al-Nasr 
Ghulam Yasin 
Ah I 


Zainab 
Begum 
(died young 
at Constantinople 


Hanifa 

Begum 

Abru 


Fatima 

Begum 

Arzu 


Nuruddln 


Yusuf All 


Anuna Begum 


Hamid Ab, 


Naslr Tahir 
Husain Husain 


Ante 


Baqar 

Husain 


Athar Naheed 


Anwar 


Najma HeptuUah Uzma 
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(l)AM:Maulana Azad’s elder brother Ghulam 
Yasin Ah was also a gifted man of letters He 
^ote articles In Mwaqqa-i-’Alam (Hardoi), 
L^an-us-Sidq, Makhzan, Vatan, Vakil etc A 

Khayyam was also 
published by him from the Asafl Press 
Lucknow. 

blessings of his father in 
childhood, he writes: 

l/i 

Ah was a budding poet of great promise. 

Ah died in 1906. at the age of 2 1 . 


He knew English. Turkish and Arabic and 
translated brochures and poems from different 
languages Into Urdu. Ghibt al-Nazir, edited by 
Denison Ross, was translated by him into 
Urdu. 

(2) - Pandit Nehru notes In his dlaiy on New Year’s 
Day (1944) 

“This afternoon’s paper contains the news of the 
death of Begum Aulum, Maulana Azad's sister In 
Bhopal It has been hard for the Maulana — His 
wife, now his sister" 

(3) Maulana Azad’s letter to his sister Fatima 
Begum 
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Fatima Begum on Maulana's childhood. 
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These were rehearsals. He delivered his first public speech at the 
age of 15. 



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 



Maulana Azad did not receive his education at any recognized 
institution of learning He Joined neither al-Azhar (Cairo), nor 
Madrasah-i Saulatiya (Mecca). His father employed teachers for 
his Instruction at home. 

l (Jj A-^ jr /i/ I 3)^ isi'^ uA” 

Zt)! 
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The names of his following teachers have come doivn to us: 


I 

I 


1 . Maulana Khairuddin (his father) 

2. Shaikh Muhammad ‘Umar (of Mecca) 

3. Shaikh Hasan 

4. Maulana Muhammad Ya qub (of Delhi) 

5. Shams-ul Ulama Maulana Sa adat Husain 

6. Maulana Muhammad Ibrahim 

7. Maulana Muhammad Shah Muhaddith (of Rampur) 
8 Maulana Nazir al- Hasan (of Ambethi) 

9. Maulvi Muhammad Yusuf Jafri 


i S’ 4-1^ 7 
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JbutfifuC ^^dventures 

l^-C^3 l/^J Jl^ 4-yf 0>’ 

jIJI 

ly-~C^ d ^iJ> 


jI&j cr-l' ly, Ui.Z.lf biv (y^/4 / tCv /J^i (/-I ^ 

t^k tl/S^ (/f J^ i J^ iL~ £. Aj i~[^. JXJ Z' ifjj (Jt i^\j^ 

Lt( 2 ^/ jy-^ ^ Ui^—^ if ^ ^ Ut / f UU. 

erf j!*.j J$_l_>- Lju^ iLK^Z: £,/y^ ^J\.,jj 

^ "lii.j Jj/ ^ , (Zi 2 s-A/ 
f~^ (i/^lfjL^I ) j^-}\Jl cTjLJI^I jt (^ 

I'J (jU cil^/ vf Li;( ^ tr? 


This clear and candid confession makes utterly futUe aU those inquisitive probes 
which some critics have made to malign the Maulana. The Maulana was too 

honest to conceal unpalatable facts of his life: his critics were too petty to blow 
them up. 
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InUust in Mnsic 



E.W. Meyer, Ambassador of the Federal 
Republic of Germany presenting a piano, for 
the Ministry of Education (1956) 


TTie Maulana had keen, abiding and Irresistible Interest In music 

CT^ jIjT.CC ij ij^y ov: oj ^ ^ (f J^v ut'’' d) 

(Jj\^ if ^ t\j\y ^ {fjCj 2^ 

&} t if ^ -iP i c/"V> 

0-- \2 \jf ut 

^ ji U/ / — 1^3 j 

L; 1—^ 

i ut oiy^ iS^ut u^f i'^ lM j 2 uy. u:t: • 

(d\^d>3ji^) ‘1^ iSi ^y (>. i. ut. iS^iSj if J ^J/ y Ujy) (f >u 

if\ ^i// i}^ ^Sjy> Jd ^ dj ^>7 li) cj'Sy y.” {y^) 

u^utu^.i^f Ky./ y U3 Jf-u^ ut^^ 'ut 

^ ^ vU t '^sy/tdiSy iSj\p ijy" y tj- 1^ 

j Jjy uJuL^ 

l)ij3 J (Jjd \.3J3 

((JUuhM ii (/ OJ / y P j. 1 ^ ly^Ji ; P pi 


(4) In Maulana's opinion Islam Is not opposed to music: 
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(9) Graphic accounts of his Involvement In music during his youthful days: 
-L'lfii? j\:^ \i ^ 

^ 6/-^ i>. 

J)\ dA: (/ Ifoo . ..lV ^ Ut ltijh \^j 

s^.^3 Ul>>; ^ (}^J 

.\i j K' ^ ^y/ iJvt’U J^. 

(/ 1^ ex/" {S^JJii/\i\^ d. JI;? 4:. 

03/, L^\i\ut i A ^i‘‘ 

^ -"A. ‘'^Ji ^ ^ JL* ^ 

(/^ lji> Ji A ...Ai ^ U/j 4 Uxl^\ ijy ^ X 

)l^ ^vU-^-tjr7 1^*" 1/ ^ 0\ti^ -1^ '^T' ^ 

4^^ ^ ^ /Xt ut vjt/ A OpJJ-'^A 

J; ^ (^1 c^j^. ^ eJU-^ A>le oy^^ J^t> 4::^ ^>‘/ 

/iA <^i 'c/ 

cTwfi ^ U^ji '^Ut \A (A /if l/I A- di^ 

ur\ j ^ iiif ji> c^ iiij/\^xf£ 



up 2/(7 iO ^ 

(y-/ ^r^iAyi ii)\a / ^ cT" ^i-/ jT9 jji jjjji; 
. i/.>Li:> at ^Aert ^ dp £ /U P ^ 

-^dP ^\: £ '■' ^Utf i^L (£ jx£ V jjl 

(5) The Maulana had a very sensitive ear for rhythm and metre and responded 
even to the twitter of birds: 

■^/jr^ir/'ji;i ut o>jiJ 2_ ut^ 

^ r. -Sf, ^V}iS,A t^i? (54 ^/AA 

ipAW/ o/if do ^ uy^ A at 

, d '^J jl)t ‘ Utf Dh £—! lH — ^ ^ Uji Ij" Wj ‘ 2k. 0)2^ 

yiijL^j « P X..J^ iSt A 


(6) He looked upon ‘poetry’ and ‘music’ as two sides of the same reality: 

(A dp J)\~ij"( ^P. <-dy J3 £ l::S> (f^ £i (S/i> jjI J^y^’ 


Zyfl wf OU (fifri- / t/( jl-^ (f> ' ■ •• •«*< ^->; -iT-i -S^ 

(^feL>; y'lS- lT^) (A uff, juy |4i / ^ 


Appreciated Indian contribution to music: 




ii \£^ / up ^ {}£ ^ ^ 


(8) Admired Amir Khusrau’s originality 

Ud’^.£y( Li/ip^i ipi ifpyi / die ^^> ' 

up fl' ^u> y < A- /£A ut uJj £y ujiAjhi £ oyj:^}j>^ 

‘‘Ao/i 
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The Maulana often used to recite the following couplet of Abu Talib Kalim about himself 



(Never did my curiosity hold back from diligent search. 
I started picking the gram from the day I had a nest.) 


U-r^M ^ <jr/. <A\ uC- ofj j, 

(UL^tiijyirj su? ^ -t-J* y-/ yi / ir-i: »jj? >yi i- t/U 

Do you know that when he was barely fifteen he was delivering lectures in logic and 
philosophy to learned audiences?” 

— Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. Selected Works 


2. Revolt against Traditionalism 

Very early In life the Maulana began his struggle agamst the tradibonal ways of 
life and thought Not even the inhented religion had any fascination for him 

‘ ‘OA ^ ^ 

^ /. c/^U. 1^17 pj (jT j jXJiy oy'j. 

jL>; (i i/X i/jljh 
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3. 


Aesthetic Temperament 


Love of beauty — whether in words, in thought, in voice. In deeds or in form — 
was ingrained in Maulana's nature. 

l^j tl; hUJ Lyj i/t (A 


Love of art and beauty over-rode all considerations of patriotism. 


In his eyes education was incomplete If it did not develop aesthetic feelings. While 
opening an Art Exhibition on Nov. 6. 1948 he said; 



Viewing a painting at the Soviet Fine Art Exhibition 
which he declared open in March, 1952 


“Education, whether at the secondary or at the University 
stage, cannot be regarded as complete if it does not train our 
faculties to the perception of beauty.” 

4. Introvert Nature 



The Maulana was by nature an introvert, not an ego-centric recluse. He enjoyed being 
by himself but always for himself. He had a strain of altruism running all through his 
seclusion — loving temperament which brought him In touch with the energizing 
currents of social life 


“No one who came near him failed to notice the solitariness of his 
spirit. Courteous, kindly and a man of infinite charm, he yet breathed an 
atmosphere of reserve which few could pienetrate. He lived in his own 
world of thought and out of his musings derived the strength to endure 
the giant agony of the world.” 


— Humayun Kabir. 


Maulana Azad Album 25 



Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru wrote: 


“I react to the crowd and the mass more, much more, than the 

Maulana (He) remains aloof, rather disdainful, preferring to keep away 

from the crowd. Partly this Is due to a certain sh)mess and sensitiveness, 
but partly at least to Intellectual arrogance. Pride and self-respect are 
perhaps more powerful motives in him than in most others.... But long 
training In the courtesy of the old school keeps him in check and only 
occasionally a trace of disdain peeps out from his words". 

Maulana himself thus refers to his seclusion-loving temperament: 

ut (P cd oilf (/>!/ 

Lsij cr/ p. Oft 

iS/C ^ ^ 

d '■'/j LT^r 

L>J 3 (f ij3/ ) 

Rashid Ahmad Siddiqi has rightly observed: 

oxx u/ (T 

5. An Anstocratic Intellectual 

“Though he guided the crowd, he was shy of it; he was not of it. Gandhiji 
influenced many aristocrats by birth or position to rub shoulders with the crowd in 
those days. But the Maulana throughout remained his own self, an aristocratic 
individual who viewed the crowd with indulgence from his great eminence." — J.B. 
Kripalani 

“Belongng to the aristocracy of intellect, he easily identified himself with 
people’s movements." The National Herald, Lucknow. 
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^ae-heartedforgiver^ss. 


In a letter to Mr. Yahya Azami he 


says: 




' "" <i#W . wJCV UU t 

'“r.'Zn. **^'^ooN«u,ca-»a™, -Tr*., 




-- 0^>/ ^ ^ 


' ^ f <rj w ^ » 

t::^f'(df^ I'U^ ^ 

r'-/'. * ' • 

A 


(Z^ ■C'Z _J> e. _ ' , 


^ fy p /V y^ ^ <5^ p- -1 

fj^.yy./yyy: - Cy. ^ ^ . 

C-. •> I , . * 4>'^ 

:J^ '~' ^ ci^ , ^ 


7. Self-Cnticism 


^''cfy' 




t5 - 

*-J i< r\ * ^ ^ ^\d/S i 


I'lf utf'y>X^ jj, ^ 

• m 
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^utine and Interests 


(1) Meticulous Punctuality 




ojI/^ (S i 


“Maulana Is so frightfuUy punctual about his habits that we are all of us on the alert 

lest there might be a few seconds delay Sometimes I have felt imtated at some of 

his habits and ways. He Is punctilious about many trivial matters _ ^ 

punctuaUty about meals etc. He lives in a disciplined rut; - Pt. Jawaharlal 
Selected Works. udwananai wenru, 

“So. whenever Maulana is to be seen slowly walking In the dlrecUon of the olace 
where we feed, one can say definitely that it is thirty seconds to the time fixed for tho 
meal: - Pt. Nehru. 

(2) Early Riser 

The Maulana got up in the small hours of the morning: 

Y Jl>’ vsJj ^ 

k' dxJ fciiwi 1*0 ^ 


4, i'// c*4 

i/iv U Utjr^ d 




(3) Daily Routine 

As described by Muhammad Ajmal Khan and gathered from other sources, the 
Maulana's dally programme was as follows: 

3-4 AM, Got up: prepared tea (often White Jasmine), sipped it and busied himself 

in Uteraiy work. 

7- 8 AM. Read Newspapers & took bath . 

8 AM. Breakfast (2 half fried eggs, one or two toasts and tea). 

8- 9 AM. Dictated replies to letters, prepared statements etc. 

9- 10 AM. Few Interviews 
10.20 AM . Left for Secretariat 


12.30 P.M. Returned home and had his lunch (2 Med pieces of fish, boiled rice, etc. J 
no bread). 

Afternoon tea with Namkin Samosa- 
3- 5 P.M. Secretariat . 

5-9 P.M. Read books, files etc, 

9 P.M. Dinner (Bread, Chicken curry) 

10 P.M. Went to bed. 

(The Maulana kept vigils during the month of Ramazan. 

j Ct/ C £/tj 0/1 d Mf’x 

‘i is A td' S/ti 

Overawed by Maulana’s academic stature and his pre-eminent role In national life, 
some people sought to find fault with his personal religious life. It betrays the 
helplessness of the critics. The Maulana, In the true spirit of an honest Muslim, 
confessed in a letter what was a passing-phase in his life, but jealousy and pettlnras 
made some people make capital out of it. AH this was malicious and motivated.) 

(4) Fond of Swimming 

(/>? idyA Ut ut 

Op/flSj ^ 

^ 2, lifl/, if. Xyi iS. c/i y, 
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(5) Fondness /(»■ tea and other things 

(jri r. Z/T ^ 

(J'iiiLJ) (/ 

Tea 

»- ^ ^(/j; (f.L^ 

((Ji^dhj/) "('jU t^L‘dJ> ^ r /yij, 

“He Is very fond of White Jasmine (Chinese) tea. He consumes it all by himself at 
four o’ clock in the early morning and at other odd hours.” Jawaharlal Nehru, 

Selected Works 


Cigarette 

^ > j^^sy.s a — ^ irXijv^/ 

“-r^ S'?/ d-^-^ lA / 

ji/1 / cr’ ^ ^h> 

(/iQ ^'j y Aji 

Supari 

Pt. Nehru used to receive mixture of supari, elachi and long, with supan slightly 
roasted, in the Ahmadnagar Jail from his relatives. Pandltji needed It much 

more because “Maulana is the largest consumer of this mixture" 

(Selected Works) 

Namkin Samosa 

2- ^ 


Mangoes 

/d- d/u/...d, ^T/ch/o 

P ..-2, £. (i^; P AX ^ jm t/; 

‘‘L.t-,' I'l/ •i 

(6) Dress 

Al-Hllal Day9;Aligarh dress — Turkish coat. Turkish cap. pant, boots * 
Later: Black cap, stiff neck collar. Turkish coat, pant, boots. 


(iHyj i_{/ ^ f'jj ltX y, (ji 

• ‘ ^ «v 

''jy\ ^ {ih/? eU ^ 

>>/ ut iii/j 


Till 1920 ; Sherwanl and ‘amama 


Last Days ; Khaddar Kurta and P3^ama, sherwanl and Chador. 


(7) Loved winter 

yy/ do*' iSi(p'is/» 
^ X Ay ypfijy 

^ A ^ 


Jawharlal Nehru however wrote in his Diary “Maulana Is delicate 

and sensitive, almost afraid of the open air, fearful of catching a cold 

He hardly takes any kind of exercise His lack of movement surprises me." 
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(8) afe of Penury 

Born with a silver spoon in his mouth. Maulana Azad had to spend the 
major part of his life in penury and indigence. It was his own choice 
because he abandonea the affluence of his father’s life. 

Jfi if ^ 

at 

^ lx/ 

i"!? u! // 

( 9 ) Charisma of Personality 

1/f.djf‘fyi o^jy Iff A lt: A iiL j x>« 

1/ ^ <sC i)j (j^\i (yU 

td u; au yO 

U'y,‘OiC^ ‘ ^ ^ 

((i>X(yc/u.i^) "ft (yiP 

In youth: 

“He appeared to me a Prince come from a fairyland” - Syed Mahmud. 

In old age; 


“A face chiselled by suffering, with embossed cheeks and fine lines.” 




— Saeed Naficy 


Sources of 

Inspiration 

Maulana Azad’s sources of Inspiration were the foUowmg great figures of 
the history of Islam. His views about religion, society and poUty were influenced 
by their thought, behaviour and traditions, specially with reference to adherence 
to truth at the risk of life, respect for the sitnnah of the Prophet, interpretation of 
religious values in the light of contemporary trends and struggle for 
emancipation. 


fmam Ahmad bin Hanbal (780-855) 


One of the four great founders of the schools of Muslim law, he was 
subjected to all sorts of tortures by the Abbas id Caliphs but he refused to budge 
an inch from his views. Maulana Azad looked upon him as a symbol of 
dedication to truth. 

^ 

J^s {jt 

Oy. i/' / ij) ^ iSi 

J'j)\ <£. 1^- ^ 0, ^ (f 'jjf. Ofj-i)/' 

i-4 

ly/U* j r. ^ ut (j^ 

Cyf iJjJ^ ^ik ^ L/l ^ 

1:^ ^ fj^ /\k ^ /i L**lf ^ ^ ^ 

(f/X) 
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I 



2. Shaikh ul Islam Ibn Taimlya (1 263-1328) 

Distinguished theologian and jurist, a foUower of the school of Imam 
Ahmad b.Hanbal. Ibn Taimlya suffered torture and internment for his views He 
sought to revitalize Muslim society which had suffered at the hands of' the 
Mongols: he criticised the sufl movement and considered himself a muitahid 

(interpreter of law). 


li- 

1^1 i ^ Oij\X y. Jit if. 

‘li 

IX? ^ ^ jLL~ jit yj'f 

L U\} f\i\> 

jji 

{fO*- </• i 

, k k M . .. 


Ibn Timlya’s grave In Damascus 


jL if' j Z/i^f {f JUi 

-<y< ui oci^-^ 


3. MuJaddid-i-Alf-i-Sanl (1564-1624) 

Shaikh Al^d Slrhlndl who popularized the Naqshbandl order In India 
Is considered 'Reformer of the Second Millenium' (Mvjaddid-i-Alf-i-Sani) and held 
in high esteem. He protested against un-Islamic accreUons in mysUc thought 
and practices and opposed the religious experiments of Akbar. He was Interned 
by Jahangir, but was subsequenUy released with honour. Important Mughal 
nobles like Khan-I-Azam. Shaikh Farid Bukhari etc., corresoonded with hint 


yki; y}t (j-i Ml (/( hij/ ciiy s. ^ 

4-) / (/< /i? 4- Cp 1 l-> ///i i'IP ^ 

iJX) “-Ofi Cl ut 

dfi Jjf Jfl (SJCmJ ot ‘Aj (/i td” 

UCl / oh o/'i/k- ot 0»/ji 

o]/\ /\ i iy Oiy'i Jii JlH 



Graves of Shaikh Ahmad Slrhlndl and his two sons 

— Slrhlnd 
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4, Shah Waliullah of Delhi (i 703-1 762) 

Shah Waliullah was one of the mnef j. 

history of Islam. His Huijat i^Uah-il-Baligha raxiks with 

Ghazzall. He was the first Muslim who felt the urce of a of Imam 

me foundadon of a new and dynamic ap^'ch 



Graves of Shah Waliullah, his father and brothers 

— Delhi 

{jt Jitf) (Sj^ 

■^\^r.ul ‘fjA- (T oy I y, 

;/jji (Sli 01^ J jij 

iii Jl> (f (/til J J.^ 


.17 df' if. \ji as- ii' 

"* / lijT/ iJiJ'jf ^ i}^ 

it/X) II f Qjf. «— ;7/ 

■ UJAA’’ 

(fl tji, L-^; A j d* jtjjlf f'l^ ^ 

•Jii t. » / ^ (A vf Ui Ut tCt- 

jiS \i ii)^ .iii“t/^“A. Jt 

i,/x) £\i ^ A (S, A>l (/>jJ)i i)j ,1? I>if^iii 7, 0/> »i 

O/i i/ut Jj Of iii S 

5. Syed Ahmad Shahid (1 786-1 83 1 ) 

HKo Ahmad Shahid of Rae Bareli organized his Jihad movement to 

UMrate the country from foreign domination and to resuscitate Musbm society 
^ Inculcating respect for the traditions ol the Prophet (Surmah). His movement 
galA^lzed the country from Balakot to Calcutta and Infused revolutionary zeal. 
K ^ vfi ot Balakot (1831). The Faralzl Movement of Bengal was Inspired 

by him. In Patna. Walayat All, Maulana AbduUah and others kept the torch 
burnmg. Maulana Azad's admiration for the movement of Syed Ahmad Shahid 
beyond measure. Some of those who were very close to him —Muhammad 

Yusuf Ranjur. AJmal Khan, Humayur Kabir— were descendants of the 
Mujahidin. 
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6. Sir Syed Ahmad Khan (1817-1 898) 

Sir Syed. founder of the M.A.O. College, which later developed Into the 
Aligarh Muslim University, was one of the architects of modern India -a pioneer 
in the field of Western education. According to Gibb, he established the first 
modernist institution in Islam. He extricated the thought of his contempraries 
from medieval grooves and inculcated a rational and scientific outlook Maulana 
Azad did not agree with his policy of political aloofness and inaction- but In 
social, llteraiy and religious spheres, he Initiated a Renaissance which Maulana 
Azad fuUy understood and appreciated. muiana 


1. "It was soon after this that I first came across the writings of Sir Syed 
Ahmad Khan. I was greaUy Impressed by his views on modern education I 
realized that a mai> could not be truly educated in the modern world unless he 
studied modern science, philosophy and literature. I decided that I must learn 
English." (India Wins Freedom) 

JS\ (fLj ci^ (J^4r ^ (y/ 0^J^\ 

trf ^ 5,r Jht r, / cri jJi o /c 

^ iSl^i (j'f yht uy. LriM 

Jtf ^ j/ jM ut 



***"^ i/' ^ (f (j^ 


SIR SYED AHMAD KHAN 

^ uiiijf ^ cji^ it 


Maulana Azad Album 3. 




4. "So far as Muslims of India are concerned one ran aec ^ 

contradiction that the man who played the most’ Important 

(between the old and the new) is the presiding spirit S' this Tin w 

was fought here In Aligarh and Aligarh Is a 4ible em^im^t of fb‘ 

the forces of progress. loomment of the vlctoiy of 

... He was throughout his life a believer In Hina,, tva i. 

(concept) of Indian natlonaUsm was; "I count as Hindu all^thllT 

inhabitants of this countiy whatever be their religion or race 
why I take pride In the fact that I am a Hindu., "if the Hindi reason 

India had understood the spirit of this teaching and followed It Muslims of 
of recent events would have taken a different turn. ‘ ^ whole course 


....Sir Syed had estabUshed in Aligarh not onlv a ^ x, 
intellectual and cultural centre In tune with the progressive smut 
The centre of this circle was Sir Syed himself and he attracted 
the best intellect of the day^Perhaps no Journal^ntrh“;;L~ 
influence upon the mind of the generation as his Tehzib-ul-AkhUw iL 

foundaUon of modern Urdu literature Perhaps there was nnt ^ . i f ^ 

figure among the Moslems of the day who was not influenced by his"circle 
best Muslim authors of the modern age were nourished here. Here dLeloped te 
new schools of research. interpretaUon and reconstrucUon of Muslim Khf- 
(Convocation Address] uiouent 


0^ iJiir df -yi Illy /I ti) 

y/ 4 - 1/4 Iffy /J? ^ d 

(f fji) 

^ ^ X- £ 


7. Syed Jamaluddln Afghani and his School of Thought 

Syed Jamaluddln Afghani (183801897) was one of the most dynamic 
g^es o the 19th century. He stirred In Muslims the consciousness of their 
u f ®^ength In the face of colonlaUsm. His follower Shaikh Muhammad 
uh (1849-1905) —Mufti of Egypt— turned to theological reflection and 
oecame the founder of a new school of Islamic InterpretaUon and religious 
sc ences. Rashid Rlza (1865-1935) a disciple of Abduh, raised his voice for 
Arab world. All the three were powerful Journalists —Afghani 
eai^d his Ur^at al-Wusqa, Rashid RIza Al-Manar. Maulana Azad admired 
ghanis enthusiasm against imperial powers and his desire tO' resuscitate 
Muslirn society. He came into contact with Rashid Rlza who visited India In 
. Is Arabic speech at a meeUng of Nadwa In Delhi was translated by Azad: 

ly 1 / ir " :ijf I 

ij' cht-=<; a>. ui fill, 1 0/1 )y (f i(jf^ 

^ ^ 

Maulana Azad s assessment of Muslim reform movements of the 
nineteenth century 

^efiyy/ ^S'/ol^x!i^J:i:)\Ay)j>i..-OA\:/ y/xiJ'ffs 
— ^ i^ufi -Uj vy'^ryJcf * 

Maulana Azad Album 34 





f^ ^ ^ ^ -Jij^ * ** 

-' 1^ u j iW I 


1 : 1 ^^ 

cHij/ 


Syed Jamaluddin Afghani 


Mufti Muhammed Abduh 
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Don’t mould yourself according to the temperament of the people of the world, 
Wherever they beam with smiles, you raise cries. 

Do’nt provide shelter to one place like the house-roof. 

Sometimes be like clouds of the garden, at others like the smoke of furnace. 
Your wherewithal should be nothing except wealth of solitude 
On whatever Journey you proceed be ash^ed of highway robbers. 


The above verses of Abu Talib Kallm reflect his approach towards life. 


2. Originolity of approach is matters pertaining to religion, Uterature and politics.’ 

I^'if ui UrJj f*!# li^'i ut ‘ Oi ” 

3. Real seat of pleasure in mind .not body : 

</!f f. ^ ^ 

^ ylUj JU t/, if. 
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3. To be happy ts a moral responsibility. 

'iit ^ ^ ^ ^ lM ^ (JUvbV 

\jU^....^ iSjb >J J^i j( ui^f S/l>i iS^ ^ i/r 

oj^i Z' 0>y^Ji> Jf I 

4. He kept his heart warm : 

^ /^j ^1 (jt i^l/jlj / 'Sy£ ut eij Wl U)lP: / ‘T'f ut” 

(>i;jL>j ^ (^v"i ‘->? 6/'-^-> <-d 




5. Uniformity has dullness, change is life ; 

if i:)jf' fji iitf" 
'■V dj<j-^ P fi P Vj>^i '4- ^ dX -=- 

^}USX >-fj 6 o^-j jr Jh< vji 
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6. Religious Faith essentlal/or life ; 

<L^j U5 C/f J' €> 

^\r Cy iL 

7 . ‘Purpose' and ‘Sincerity' provide elan to life : 

U^J. U^\ j/ > (J•^^ 

(jr^ ^ upl^ UiJ^ ^ if ‘-r^ 

^ f i},)% 2^ i/.Xj^s '2^ ^ ^ 

! f 'jt up^ f fj:j M ^ (/W (Jl^ i/\ f 

j Lfi-iJ"} V (Jif (j^ cr/l Off 'J^’'}^.J 

Jjp (T^ cr^ ^ c/"i 

rCu^s if, A. ir^ ^ j (/ii^i a!: jj /t: 

8 Combination of a Stoic and an Epicurean : 

'-^^ Ut C/l-^ ifj ^ f f 

^ j^ (Epicureans) ;;ii} Jfs (stoics) ihJ ->. 

•• • •• 

jCj) jif ui 

/4v'.... ..Uj7 ({y 4 Oj^j--<si- ^hJ ( 4 ) UiJijt' (f vi'i/t 

(>^jL^j ' t'!* ut iiU ^ ^JJ UJJ^r 
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9. 


Pleasure in Pain . 


Often recited the following couplet of ‘Urfi. 

C/jI (/■ 

A-jlj < / 

(What pleasure can I derive from this load of agony; when patience & forbearance 
equal to the load Is granted to me.) 

10. Search of Perfection : 

4rk ^ Oif. 

b i>f > (J^lj X (^1 ifC j/ 

‘Jlj^/oL? ZyJ> (SjJ, fJ (/. «t 

1 1 Ideal of Happiness : 

1^ (f'rt ^ jy^ ^ ^ </fx: J=;f OiP. c^” 

L}\ Ut client Xi 1 / (/ \jle jj\ y; ^ 

t/jb Ut j)\ OX( Jy. ^ ■4"»' 

ui ^ i 0/1 

12. Martyr of his own ways ; 

if iS/;> / Oy t// /(/ 

oy / - C^<-. tf 1/ ot (Xl-Uj/^hy. 

a'tij ^ ufr ^ ^ \^) (jUb 0/i 

o/S/ifi^ y'i'^oy: Ci/ crUi 
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^ ^ D>7yfU’’ ^ ^ ^ &_!(/. »J" 

u/^V'r tj j ^ jj ^ lsmjt (/. iS)/ /[ui </'! 

ji\ '6y J^V Dii 6 ^ </s ^ 

'5^‘ (// Ut Jl^ (S^l^ ^ -(/ C/l-)t (//jt 

fiij^oj P ij^. ^ ^ dA'^ Pk^\ ^ lL^A\ / 

#• • 


{j^x^^sd 0 


13. No reactton to criticism with malice: 


f Uj) J ^ /.. A ^ >i— t. U^ 0 f 

‘it (Jjj »)X / 'V' ^ ^ ' 

14 No ladiscriminote crUicism : 


^ JiL^ pj ^ c/^c/^/V ^ 

(Jd^o cT *^i5^ 

1 5. No respect for anybody till convinced of his greatness : 

(i/cTt/^v^/v {/*V6> ^ ISA” 

/rj/c/ c^>'j) i€4 ^ i: '-^kf - ^ 
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1 Maulana Azad was a great naturalist. His friendship with birds and 
sparrows in the Ahmadnagar Jail reminds one of Byron’s Prisoner ofChillon who 

With spiders I had friendship made. 

And watch’d them in their sullen trade, 

Had seen the mice by moonlight play. 

And why should I feel less than they. 


1 / u/ui u*. •j' 

(/ 4 f o}l>. A 


His account of sparroAvs Is so similar to Byron’s prisoner — 

A light broke in upon my brain — 

It was the carol of a bird: 

It ceased, and then it came again. 

The sweetest song ear eveiy heard; 


1 saw the glimmer of the sun 
Creeping as it before had done. 

But through the crevice where it came 
That bird was perch’d, as fond and tame. 
And tamer than upon the tree; 

A lovely bird, with azure wingjs..,. 


It seem’d, like me. to want a mate. 
But was not half so desolate 
And It was come to love me when 
None lived to love me so again 


I sometimes deem’d that it ml^t be 
My brother’s soul come down to me 


(// i^>j S' 

J'lA Aits' Si 

cj.Ia ^ 1^’’ 

SlAiri uiic" 

cSj l/i S/ S ^ 

cri £j.iS LiiJ OA 

'■=S^ A S'^A Jlf i 7/i sjf» i/yi 

\rj if (J^l ui 


Avoding only as I trod 
My brothers’ graves without a sod. 


“Some (birds) are daring enough to go and sit on Maulana’s knee to 
remind him that It is time for feeding.” — Jawaharlal Nehru 


^d my crush’ d heart fell blind and sick. 

Malcolm MacDonald has rightly said: 

“his solitary essay on Sparrows deserves to hold a 
permanent place in Indian literature". 


Oj>ca ^tSL^/ < jS! SojLJ>i 

(/VjL^) 


r. 


UfAi lA is*? j. 
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(3) Maulana Azad’s mind read some meaning in the flowering of every bad 
and the twittering of every bird 

tTcK d'/i J/l? bP' op iP 

tfiJA tlvc </ 

i\S i'yi d\^ / up oAjOp o'! L^v. (Ji.ip 

\f/. «l; uS ’Xf^yOl ^^jjs 

\P SxJ i/uP'^A {/\i 2,(/A.\J crpf P fj-jjj, 

LT (A ^ a: 0, ^ 

d A- </. 

^ iPA t\A i/[Jl 

« 





^ /2_ utM 41 j;ir iAojiji ir JA‘ ^ d'jvi 

j/jf ^ i • '7' /"''/' d" tTf 

((i/tw- »>(_/) -^‘utPjC- ^.j iPj ^ 

2 Maulana Azad married Zulaikha Begum very early in his youth. She was 
the daughter of a disciple of Maulana Khairuddin 

A L'i)/ ijiJ) A isA-tp S' 0^ i't p S S^’’ 

( 1 / S(A/. ’Ji. ‘A / SPbA - }''!? Lif ^ A uh/utS£/ 

A, > '^ i\y 'i-/. Us A S sj{/ LiO)i A op A. S"j/1\" 

“ o Up JS 

3 We know very little about Maulana Azad’s family life. Mrs. Aruna Asaf All 
expressed thq view” "But I wonder if any one from amongst his friends and 
colleagues will be able to write about him as a householder" 

4. Zulaikha Begum was a very devoted wife. 

A A )j f ls-o-c/ a--* if y" 

(S^. ^ a ’^A-’ S'--A‘ ^ 
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,i/\f « / iS, u-^ (f 

‘i Ofii fljY ut JJl u/ 

.,X_/ ^IJJ) 

Maulana Azad wrote after her death: 

2\^ ^ OilU ll (fxJ (f ijjJ^ 2^ (J'l^ 

/?u JI- Ji\ b C/^ c/'f 

^ oliU ;/A" [' J1 

) (2^ Ul if f Ut } j)^f{ 

When Maulana Azad was arrested in 1921, and sentencea to one year’s 
imprisonment. Begum Azad sent a telegram to Mahatma Gandhi saying 


S-f Jkf ir'vvJ' £ MX (iXiu.i cji/yr^ •• 

{/\/,J^^'\ <ju 1-4 

/" ^X tC ^ ^ *4 '•^^d’. iij- ^ 

J?-»: wtjl^ / U^T d/" (T^-J 


dv dX-. ‘='U'i?l'‘ tt' ^ wt ii- / ^ 

(^1 wt Z" d-*< j — ^ 1^ d Jy Jl'jig 

|/i d-4 df 1/. t/i uf^i' cX 

^ ''■>/' Lscl^ ^ Jt- 

w: > ai ^ ^5'> ^ 

Wj/ /tS-</X^‘ til 4 -4 cJL 1^ tToi /t? uAlj/ z. 

(f l:>/ Cffj ^ f- {f/ 


5- The last time that Mauleina saw her — 

Sjf ^ 9)j 2^/^ vhv 'iL C tr^r 

oi>tLr^. . -LS'jUi^) ^ ^ U^t ifi/'!..--i}J'^J^ 

X iTi ^\ir l> ej.,^^ Lr/li> cT/r </dlr7 -r. u; ij'\ f f \j~^ 
'f6h -/k t/i oj <L? \j/j^ Lt./J^is;j / 

6. Maulana was in Ahmadnagar prison when she fell seriously ill and died. 
Maulana stood the ordeal with his usual fortitude, though his inner self was 
shaken in the process of controlling his emotions: his wife died pathetically 
longing to have a last glimpse of her husband; 



Grave of Degum Azad 

7. On his release from prison and return to Calcutta, Maulana Azad was 
deeply shaken — 

“I was now returning after three years but she was in her grave and my 
home was empty I remembered the lines of Wordsworth: 


“But she’s in her grave and oh 
The difference to me’. 
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I told nv companion to turn the car. for I wished to visit her erave before 
I went home. Nty car was fijll of garlands. I took on*> anrf niorvoei i7 oaore 
and sUentty read the Rdeha" UiLa wS “ ”* 

8. Maulana Azad did not allow fimds to be raised fnr o .is. 

The amount coUected was transferred to Kamala Nehm ^ 

However, a wing there was named after B^gum Azad onorlal Hospital. 



A page from Begum Azad's diary. 





I Ay 


y, f' 


Verses in the handwriting of Begum Azad 
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0\(aTne & Sigtiaturcs 


{>/>) 

t^LiV ) 
(Jl/dOylU 


(^\i\ iilll^Jiyj xir 
r^'j*.' 

l'l)(}l/l y, p^\ya 


(\:i^A’ . , 

l>>c^ic/->»»(/ I'L'i/i /tt/i” 

) jUT (' ui tJ3> ifvr^ 

^X-rf¥'U) (^c^l>V/Ka; U23^ 

(/U d/y-> I r^U(c//^)() 


(^11/ 


“I felt free of all conventional ties and decided that I would chalk out my own 
path It was about this time that I decided to adopt the pen-name ‘Azad’ or ‘Free’ 
to indicate that I was no longer tied to my inherited beliefs.” [India Wins Freedom) 

he was one of the shrewdest persons among the Indians and an arch enemy 

of British imperialism in India.... instructions were issued that the prefix of 
‘Mauleina’ should not be used with his name. He was to be addressed in all 
official papers as ‘Mr’ ” {P.N. Chopraf National Herald) 
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^iews aSout Individual 
Lift & Char act tr 

_^r^i^p^cmd^tead^tness , Im perceptible m o vement of prog ress ai id decl ine 

(^1 . Ji ^ JLr ifr^i 6"'. oh) J)\ if 

-McuitOffljaLor^ ^ L:L^y>i4-L::>y, 

yi oofru^’U') “dioi;'.‘‘^0^.^::^ 

llff " 'c)f'‘4.o- fifii • Gre a tness li es in d eeds, not in pers ons 

(jofl'llijyj ) 

• Lear n to h ue w ith difficulties 



— - — ‘i/!ii'jiff>l)j(/h(f of^k'6/u^hftlL/A/.o\ 

- I " .1 . 1 1 1 , ’ ' ' 


uvii^l^JiVi) 
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^voCutionary 

zidtfi VioCent tactics 



(Flame gushes out of our heart which Is broken into hundred 
fragments; To day there Is the fume of fire In our fountain.) 



(1) “He has been a unique figure In our political life for nearly two 
generations. Even before he Joined the Congress in 1920, he was a revolutionary" 
— S. Radhakrlshnan 

(2) Briefly referring to his Involvement in revolutionary politics in Bengal, the 
Maulana says: 

“Bengal did not take this measure (Partition of Bengal) lying down. There 
was an unprecedented out-burst of political and revolutionary enthusiasm. Shri 
Arablndo Ghosh left Baroda and came to Calcutta to make it the centre of his 
activities. His paper Karmayogin became a symbol of national awakening and 
revolt. It was during this period that I came into contact with Shri Shyam Sunder 
Chakraborty, who was one of the Important revolutionary workers of the day. 
Through him I met other revolutionaries. I remember I met Shri Arablndo Ghosh 
on two or three occasions. The result was that I was attracted to revolutionary 
politics and Joined one of the groups" — (India Wins Freedoni) 

As a member of the revolutionary group his contribution was: 

(a) “I told them that they should not generalize from their experience of 
a few Muslim officers In Bengal. In Egypt, Iran and Turkey the Muslims were 
engaged in revolutionary activities for the achievement of democracy and 
freedom. The Muslims of India would also join In the political struggle if we 
worked among them and tried to win them as our firiendsr 

(b) “During this period I had also started to work among Muslims and 
found that there was a group of young men ready to take up new political tasks." 

(c) “When I first joined the revolutionaries I found that their activities 

were confined to Bengal and Bihar. within two years of the time that I joined, 

secret societies were established in several of the important towns of Northern 
India and Bombay” (India Wtns Freedorhi 

(3) “He (the Maulana) had fully earned the annoyance of the British rulers. 
He was said to be in league with the rebel patriots, Maulana Obeidulla and 
others, who used to send messages written on yellow silken handkerchiefs 
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fomenting strife and rebellion In India against British government. Maulana was 
also involved in Allpore Bomb case and the British saw his hand also in the 
derailment of the railway train near Alipore. Tliere Is no denying the fact, that 
Maulana’s young mind revolted against the “slowness" of the Congress 
movement and therefore he associated himself with the revolutionaries of 
Bengad”. P.N. Chopra iNational Herald) 

AT(y2E>) 

^ 

U^c^DL<fii [XX) tTl /' 

— - If 1/ Lo>J f I '(bf‘ dx' 

(5) “Raja Mahendra Pratap said that In the old days when he was organizing a 
revolutiorxary movement from Kabul, the Maulana used to keep contact with 
him. At one time, the Maulana was a believer In violent methods.” — The 
Hindustan Tunes, Feb. 25, 1958. 

(6) Gandhi) i's method of non-uiolence adopted 

“As soon as Gandhlji described his proposal I remembered that this 
was the programme which Tolstoy had outlined many years ago. If one man was 
killed, another would always take his place. In fact violence always engendered 
greater violence. In the Greek legend, 9999 warriors sprouted out of the blood 
of every warrior killed: — India Wins Freedom 


Maulana Azad Album 48 






Bengal sowed the seed of revolutionary enthusiasm In Maulana Azad. His 
visits to Egypt, Iraq, Turkey and Syria and contact Avlth the revolutionaries of 
those lands turned It into a passion. His study of the revolutionary movements of 
Ireland and Italy gave an Idealistic depth to his revolutionary zeal. 








(2) Shrj Arablndo Ghose and Shrl Shyam Sunder Chakraborty Introduced him 
to ’•evolutionary politics. He persuaded them to extend the movement to other 
parts of India and secret societies came to be established In some Important 
towns of northern India. 


(3) “ , I left Calcutta In 1908 When I came to Iraq, 1 met some of the Iranian 

revolutionaries. In Egypt I came into contact with the followers of Mustafa Kamil 
Pasha .When I went to Turkey I became friend with some of the leaders of the 
Young Turk movment . .Contact with these Arab and Turk revolutionaries 
confirmed my political beliefs.” (India Wins Fteedonii 


(4) Influence of Jamal- u'd- din Afghani's Ideas ; 

^ 
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^ ( Glordeno Bruno ) 

/o^‘ t'Di K^J'j >} -=^-> D',^' 

sVi Sr> Ur, uT ^ 
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‘Beflind t/te Bars 





(The Shrieks of the (encaged)bird are not for freedom. 

It Is expressing its sorrow for the period it spent outside it) 
(Ghubar-i-Khatlr) 



H) In a letter from Ahmadnagar Jail Idated 1 1 August 1942} he writes: 

(2) Suddenly the Maulana was throiun into prison in 1942: 

But the Maulana believed: 

^ L^i>j sf 

As the poet has said: 
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Maulaxia built a world of his own In the prison; 


'!■ ^ t; j* 1< U '-i '^ > '<L!'jji£^ I ( (,/i^jjf'Li (5^ ^j)J/t ^»U^-‘0)! ^ 0V>} * 


( #^1^: 


Jawaharlal Nehru wrote from prison on April 2. 1943; 


“During all this period how splendidly Maulana has behaved like the perfect and very gallant 
gentleman he is ....He has never complained, never found fault with others and always tried to cheer up 
people." 


3. But prison Ufe told upon the health of the Maulana. Pandit Nehru wrote in his Diary on April 13, 
1943: “Maulana went down about 5 pounds during the week, possibly six. This after having lost 30 pounds 
previously. It shows how he has felt the strain and afterwards the shock of his wife’s death. Outwardly he 

has remained his calm, composed and dignified self but his face grows thinner and more lined I am 

worried about him. These people who feel deeply and yet do not show their feelings and grief have a way of 
harming themselves. I wish I could help him or be of some service to him, but there is little outlet for it 
here." On 27.3. 1945 he again wrote in his Diary; “Maulanas weight has come down from 172 to 127 
a drop of 45.” 

4 How he spent his period of detention in Ranchi? 

'fjJ. e) ^ jlu 

•* •• ^ 

I U-^ 

5. Places of internment 

• Ranchi • Neiini, Allahabad • Gonda • Delhi 

. Alipore, Calcutta • Meerut • Moradabad • Ahmadnagar 
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In tHe 


Maulana Azad’s statements in the dock hrKstio ^ 

revolutionary fervour. His statement before the Ma0strate In Caf” tt 
by Mahatma Gandhi as “a great statement - ^ was hailed 

breathes an spirit of revolutionary zeal comparable tTuie*^^ 23 Feb 1922). It 

Italian leaders of freedom moveS^nS. statements of Irish and 

(1) In his statement issued on 8 December 1 92 1 he said that his arrest 
symbolized a turning point in the histoiy of the Indian Muslims- 



('^1 






(2) Confesses having spread sedition; 




(4) Islam for democracy and expression of truth- 




{S^f- 4- r i/ 1 " L ly 2^ (1) 






(5) Courts are chambers of Injustice: 


u'M>‘ 


- 'i 






(6) Conscious of his historical role. 
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(Draws uCatna into active politics 




It was Maulana Abul Kalam Azad who created a stir in the Muslim religious circles. After their heroic role in the movement of 1857 the ulama had either migrated to 
Hljaz or adopted an attitude of total political aloofness. At a time 'when the word Wahhabi had become a by word for a rebel, many efforts were made at .all -levels 

to make the group of ‘ulnma politically inert and inactive. Maulana Azad broke that spell. Maulana Mahmud Hasan, the famous revolutionary ‘alun of Deobund. 
was brought into active pohtlcal struggle by Maulana Azad. 

4^ oSh, 't, Ijf lit fi 





Reminds ‘ulama of the tortures faced by eminent theologians and divines in the history ofislam- 


jjll o'ij) fjt (fiSi i Jc^1 . . . . ^ 




u^j £1^0/ 


His own revolutionary spirit was prepared to undergo such tribulations and tortures. He recited the loUowmg saying 
of the Prophet mentioned in Bukhari 
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^tizBuCCafi — the Indian CarSonari 

zvitfi reCigious facade 

1 Mnnlana A^H wlshes to resuiTect the dead hearts Blow your (trumpet) louder than that of the morning of the Doomsday.) 

1 Maulana Asad established a new party HlabuUah (Party of God) in 19 12- 13; the follow!^ Quranl verse gives the chronogram of its foundahon: 



1331 A.H ( = 1912-13 A.D) 


Hlzb-ul-Uwmah (People's Party) in 1907. and the foUowers of Kamil Pasha 

Hizb-ulWatan (Party of the Nation). 


The organisation of Hizb^uUah was divided into three distinct cadres in order to facilitate propagation of 
revolutionary ideas through dependable persons. 


2. The Hizbullah had a religious facade but was essentially a political movement. It was to function secretly, its 
members had to offer a pledge which ran as follows: 









Maulana Azad Album 55 




3 The Maula^ did not reveal all the details about its practical objectives and organisational pattern. However, an 
article Hizbullah (Swaraj luting Works. Delhi 1921) gives some Idea of his aims and objectives. Some of the other 
arUcles — e.g.MaqcU7^i-Da Haqiqnt al-Sayam, Haqiqqt ol-Solat. were Intended to provide ideolglcal strength to the 
organisation. The medium of mystic initiation was used. Mallhabadi , who was one of the close associates, received the 
following Khilqfat namah from the Maulana: 








4. In a letter to Ghulam Mehr, another disciple, the Maulana has spelled out some of his directions: total boycott of 
foreign goods; use of fchrtdt helping Islamic lands and Khilafat on which depended India's freedom: cooperation and 
cordial relationship with the Hindus (Naqsh-i-Azad) 

5. The success of Hizbullah depended on the acceptance of an Imam by the 
community at large. The Maulana ploughed for years the barren land, 
propagated his ideas from the platform and the press, wrote profusely on 
religious themes, projected his religious image, but barring enthusiastic 
Maulana Mahmud Hasan of Deobund and reluctant Maulana Abdul Bari of 
Farangi Mahal. (Mallhabadi. Zikr-i-Azojd) he could not enlist the support of 
'ulama to his cause. For years the idea was nourished by Maulana Azad, but 
ultimately It was given up and the Maulana turned all his energies to open 
political struggle as a member of the Congress. 



6 That political motivations were behind this organisation is evident from a letter he wrote to Mehr in 1921: 


Ghulaun Rasool 








^ Oyy /, (f 


• • ^ ^ 
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7. For training disciples and supporters, Maulana Azad established a Dar-ia- 
IrshcuL It was planned as an ideological nursery for the propagation of revoluUon- 
yy ideas. 

g Aims and Ideals in Early life. 




9. Ways to organise community life. 


d^\ {/cf) rb> ( I ) 

Lc>')d\}ir'^ 

£>L>£4^>^rLy^L0 Jcrf 
(J4 ^ fi u l/ ^ ^ ^ L 

ux uH 


".91/ 


£-OijMd /I cJ^ 

jyy_ c/i? (^fi/^jf!./ 

•• ^ " 1/ * ^ / y • 

J L>^ J I D.> . 15^ cr^ 4 
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* .A 




Maulana Azad s oratory awakend the masses from their slumber. His exhortations had tremendous impact on 
ose w o card him speak or read his articles in print. His words In al Hdal were traced In fire. Some of hJs articles 
deserve a place in the revolutionary literature of the world. 


I X 6/ (f 

(DiV') 
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4 i> c^cfL ^ ^ 

^ \j^ ji\ ^}}f^ ty^(j\,Jij/i 


O 


Azad the orator could move an audience almost as effectively as Azad the 
writer. All over India people heard him. and one of the many his speaches 
recruited for the national cause was a young man in Bihar caUed Jayaprakash 
Narayan." ... . 

Rajmohan Gandhi, Understanding the Muslim Mind. 



^ oijj <Cx L!>f J!.t ffi crj 

^ ^ tW diJy/ }L^r^jjL’ 

Oj>j / 

6j\^ ^ 

»• ^ d 

d)j3 cJ^dj\y v'jI 
y cy(/)< 4 - 

y: 3\A 





tL^)J 





J\ i ^ \ ^jij c^U-^lv^uJ^ 6 j^ / ^ 1 

^ ^ j^ 1 i)fi ^ 

. j±di\ 
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^Tfu Statesman 



(Ghalibl We were not prepared to accept this position; 
Poetry itself expressed the desire to become our art.) 
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Statesman 

J» ^/JU U' )> 2- Lj i^r^j 

/yfJ LAJiui!0^^ ' cJLl^ ^ 


vi' !/-> J ^jj // 9 jJ. 


With Lord Wavell in Simla. (They say it Is after thousand years that a iuminous soul comes down 

June-July 1945 from the sky, Khaganl! Do not search for that type of prodigy and do’nt 

sit in expectation of him for the caravan comes late.) 

“Maulana Azad was always more of a statesman than a diplomat or political 
tactician" 


With Pastor NlemoUer (Germany), Lord 
Boyd Orr and Lady On- in Delhi 
January 1953. 


— Humayun Kablr 

Endowed with the keen and penetrating Insight of a statesman. Maulana 
Azad evinced a rare quality of tacklmg baffling situations. He could bring about 
conciliation and concord among fighting groups through his heaHng touch and 
clear and cogent arguments. At a particularly critical movement in India’s 
freedom struggle he led the Congress and conducted negotiations with 
remarkable astuteness of mind. On his death Nagpur Times wrote; 

“Very few can know the role played by Maulana Azad In evolving solutions 
for critical situations in which the country was plunged time and a^ln in the 
post freedom period.” 



“He is essentially the scholar whom circumstances have forced Into a life of 
action.” — Jawaharlal Nehru 


With colleagues at Allahabad, 1931 
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!A.n S^sociate of 9i{a(iatina Gandfii 



Mavilana Azad was one of the most sincere, loyal and devoted associates of 
Gandhljl. Bharat Jyoti wrote about him: "Even before Gandhljl shot Into the 
forefront of India's national struggle, Azad was there." He was always proud of 
having served the country els one of his associates. In 1908 when Maulana Azad's 
father died. Gandhljl sent a condolence telegram to him from Transval. In 1918 
Gandhljl wanted to meet him In Ranchi, but the Government did not permit him. 
For the first time, he met Gandhljl on January 20. 1920 at the house of Hakim 
f^mal Khan. 

"Beginning from 1920. upto the last days of his life, I have had the 
privilege of seeing Gandhljl at very close quarters and have In fact been one of his 
associates." (GandfUan Outlook and Techniques) 

Similarly, Gandhljl felt: 




Seminar on "Gandhian Outlook and 
Techniques". L to R: Prof. Tucci, Dr. 
Mohammad Husain Haekal, Lord Boyd 
Orr, last but one Prof. Massignon. 


"I have had the privilege of being associated with Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad in national work since 1920. In the knowledge of Islam, he Is surpassed by 
no one. He Is a profound Arable scholar. His nationalism Is as robust as his faith 
In Islam” (May 18, 1940). 

Gandhiji's greatness In his eyes lay in the following: 

" he propounded non-violence not as a mere theoretlCEil Idea, but as a 

practical programme. In fact, his life was a shining example of this principle and 
that Is why he was able to convert large masses of men to his way of thinking. In 
doing so, Gandhljl at the same time offered to the world a moral substitute for 
war. Till his time, even thinkers who had recognized the futility of war could offer 
no substitute for it." (Gandhian Outlook) 
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With Gandhlji and Mrs.Sarojinl Naidu 


- Lf! ^ jjS^ ( jj\^i oljc^jtr (t:^ — 

LVc^v*/. . .• u? J!Jur/ 

- S L^y 0^ ^ if ' ^ (jicf — r 

C y 



At Gandhiji's Funeral, with Lord and 
Lady Mountbatten 



At Rajghat 
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With 9{ehni, friend and comrade 




Jawaharlal Nehru and Maulana Azad were close personal friends who held common views and often followed 
common paths. Pandit Nehru used to sa}^ 

— there are very few persons with whose opinions and advice on public or private matters I would value 
more." (Dioryj 

He admired the Maulana for his (a) vastness of knowledge, (b) sharpness of mind as a razor’s edge, (c) strong 

thinking and magniflclent writings, (c) urbanity and culture, (i) humour (g) prodigious memory 
and (h) a unique graciousness. 


• He wrote in his Prison Diary: 

Maulana is an extraordinarily interesting companion. The more I know 
him, and I have known him now for over 2 1 years , the more I find in him. I wish 
could profit more by his enforced companionship. Meanwhile, I am having a peep 
into Urdu poetry. He tells me, or rather writes for me, a verse or two daily.” 

• He read out the MS of his Discovery of India to the Maulana : 


Maulana’s suggestions are fewer and almost always, in keeping with the 
general scheme” (Nehru) 

• He started learning modern Persian also from him “an ideal teacher, except that he is too erudite." On Nehru’s 
birthday, the Maulana garlanded him in Ahmadnagar jail. 

Notwithstanding all its mutual regard and affection, no two persons could be so different in 
temperament as Pandit Nehru and Maulana Azad. 

“He cind I” wrote Jawaheirlal Nehru,” are in some ways — in outlook, approach on life etc — as poles 
apart... He is difficult to get into, and has a thick superficied covering which conceals the inner 

contents There is sometliing big in him — both as a scholar and man of action — still there is something 

lacking which prevents him from bearing rich fhiit as he should As a man of action also his record would 

have been a far more dominating one but for that lack of something. Is he too philosophical or too cynical or 

too sensitive? He is all that and yet the lack is of something else Perhaps it is a certain vital energy, the 

force of life that must out, that Maulana lacks... .His intellect grew at t(;ie expense of other aspects of his 
nature. Not that he is at all austere or stoiceilly Indifferent to the world’s ways. He is human and full of 
humour. ... It is passion that he lacks. He is too intellectual, too cultured, to be carried away ...I always 
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dis^vantage in discussing anything with him. I cannot adopt my usual free and easy manner 
as mis might rub him the wrong way." 

Maulana Azad s account supplies the other side of the picture. He observes In India Wins Freedom: 

has worked and sufferpH^fnr contribution to India's national life is second to none. He 

of our national unitv anH nr !!- since the attainment of independence, he has become the symbol 

by his feelmes. Not nniv nevqrthelessto say with regret that he at times is apt to be carried away 

underestimate the realiti#»c ^ ^°^^bmes he Is so Impressed by theoretical considerations that he is apt to 

about the Constituent Aco fondness for abstract theory was responsible for his statement 

the first elections were heia same theoretical bias led him to commit a similar mistake in 1937 when 

elections were held under the Government of India Act. 1935 

We have^alv^w acUvlUes In the Congress. Jawaharlal and I have been the best of friends, 

from the davs of Panr^ another for support.... In fact my friendship with the family dated 

regarded r^rafS b^r i^^ Jawaharlal as a brother's son, and he had 

never enter his minH h end Jawaharlal Is by nature warm hearted and generous and person^ Jealouslesi 
relations with mp ana some among his relations and friends who did not like his cordial 

theoretical consiHf*raHn create difficulties and Jealousies between us. Jawaharlal has a weakness for 

the aUiance of Cnrxan^^ advantage of this to turn him against me. They spoke to him and said that 

mor^rand Jawaharlal came to me early next 

lack of confidence mv i sincerity assured me that his criticism did not for a moment Indicate any 

should forget the whnie^ cadershlp He admitted frankly that his reading had been wrong and he desired that we 
mental reservation h t nature Is such that if he is moved by an idea, he expressed it without any 

pleased by his frank^telk^”^^ wrong, he never hesitates to admit his mistake. I was 

With wtom 

his eves and ^ doctor Informed him that Mr. Nehru was there by his side, Maulana Azad opened 

him ‘Tlease leave me tn'r (farewell). Atone time when a doctor was administering an injection. Maulana Azad told 

mm nease leave me to God" - The Hmdustxm Tunes. 22 February. 1958. 


altht at abou 
Jta* Mr nSS 
Jj Mautona And open- 



■» OaiT* 


i- 2- ^ 


At a public meeting In Bombay, 1940. 
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WitH Congress in the 

freedom StruggCe 

Maulana Azad Joined the Indian National Congress in 1920 and remained 
closely connected with the organisation till his death. He took part in its 
deliberations at all levels, helped in the implementation of its policies and guided 
its destinies at the most crucial moment in Its history. He explained his point of 
view, argued with its critics, but in the true spirit of a disciplined soldier carried 
out the majority decision. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru wntes in his Dlaiy: 



“Having taken a step deliberately, he is fully prepared to accept all 
the consequences that flow from it. without murmur or complaint, even 
though that step was, in some ways, against his own judgement. Later 
happenings have justifed him. Every criticism he made during our long 
deliberations from May to August last (1942), is now seen to have been 
correct. Yet he never points out or even refers to it.” 


atUtude of the British Government such a course would be ill-advised " 
[India Wins FYeedom) 


Though he had accepted Gandhlji’s 'policy of non-violence’, he never gave 
it the position of a ‘principle and the revolutionary zeal which justified violent 
methods, never died out completely in him. Regarding the 1942 agitation, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru writes: 

“Bapu’s repeated references to possible anarchy — how 
strenuously Maulana argued against this.... As Maulana has said here if 
there was to be violence, we ought to have taken to it in a more disciplined 
and organised way. What was the good of these petty and irritating 
outbursts of violence” 

At the same time he knew when to avoid agitation and derive advantage 
from negotiations. 

“It Is common knowledge that since the first Simla Conference at 
least on four different occasions there were attempts both from within emd 
outside the Congress to precipitate a movement and force Congress to 
resort to direct action but I was convinced that in view of the conciliatory 


And Maulana was firm as a rock where his principles were involved: 

“He, who stood for good sense and moderation in all things, stood 
like a rock where, his basic convictions were co ncer ned. J.B. Kripalanl 

— — — — — ■ jitf. 



U.P. Leaders' Camp, 1940 
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President of Indian 

9{ationcd Conaress 


Just after the "Quit India" ResoluUon 
was passed in Bombay on August 8, 


1942 


(1) Tydce Maulana Azad was elected President of the Indian National Congress — in 1923 and 1940 These were hectic 
r cal activity and needed a statesman of great vision, able to carry diverse sections of opinion with him, to be 
poo the ship. Maulana proved his mettle as a leader of the nation 

the resDonsibdui^^Af\^^^ position might not have been able to show the courage and determination with which he bore 
for our ^ S^’oat olfice for six long years The credit for bringing us to the present position m our struggle 

lor our independence goes entirely to Maulana Azad Sardar Patel k f ss 



Presiding at the Ramgarh Session, 
March, 1940. 


(3) Nehru wrote on February 27. 1940—* 

^ before has India had to face more difficult problems, in the national and international fields than 
oaj . . e we come him (Maulana Azad) therefore as a brave and tried captain of our force " 

In 1942 he said* 

(Maulana Azad) has been a tower of strength to us”. 

rnain problem was to maintain the umty of the Indian National Congress and in 1940 it was to 
maintain the umty of the country. Maulana struggled hard to achieve these objectives 

(a) Councll-entiy was the main problem before the country in 1923. The Maulana presented the 
compromise formula for two conflicting schools of thought those who believed m the Council- entry programme 
were permitted to do it in order to capture those bodies and non-cooperate from within, those who did not believe 
^ j programme were asked to devote themselves to carrying out the constructive programme of the Congress. It 
saved the Congress from division and split. 


he.... deeply Impressed his colleagues . ..(by) his capacity to reconcile conflicting view points and bringing 
about amity in the midst of diversity.” — Rajendra Prasad 
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With Subhas Chandra Bose. Jamnalal 
BajaJ, Patel and others at Sevagram. 


V 


In conversation with Nehru, Patel and 
Manlben Patel 


Nehru at the saluting base with Azad. 
Ansarl and others (Lahore, 1929). 


(b) Before Maulana laid down his office of Presidentship, he had piloted the ship to a safe anchor: 

“The acceptance of the Cabinet Mission Plan by both Congress and Muslim League was a glorious 
movement in India. It meant that the difficult question of Indian freedom had been settled by negotiation and 
agreement and not by methods of violence and conflict It also seemed that the communal difficulties had been 
finally left behind. Throughout the country there was a sense of jubilation and the people were united in their 
demand for freedom We rejoiced but we did not then know that our joy was premature and bitter disappointment 
awaited us.” — (India Wins Freedom) 

But the Maulana had done his job as the Congress President! 


I" 






Inspecting Congress Volunteers with 
Dr. Rajendra Prasad. 1940. 








With Pt. Nehru at tea table after a 
Congress Working Committee Meeting, 
1945. 










With Pandit Nehru, Khan Abdul Ghaffar 
Khan. Bhulabhai Desai and Rajendra 
Prasad . 
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With Pandit Nehru at the Congress 
Working Committee meeting in July 
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Congress Worfqng 
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J With Dr M.A. Ansari and Dr. B.C. Roy at 
1 the Congress Working Committee 
I meeting In Bombay (1934) , 
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At the Congress Working Committee meeting held in Wardha (Feb 1942) to discuss the war crisis In relation to India's demand for freedom. 
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At Simla Conference; Pt. Pant, C. With Members of the Congress Working With Pt. Nehru. Pt. Pant. Dhebar & 

Rajagopeilacharl, M. SaaduUah. Committee on board the S.S. "El Others; after Nehru's election as party 


Madina", 2 January, 1 938. leader In 1957. 
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Ms 9^£otiator 

The Maulana, with tils alert mind, firm grasp of the minutest details, and Impeccable 
sincerity of purpose, was unrivalled negotiator. Jawaharlal Nehru used to say: “Maulana’s 
prodigious memory for details and his keen analytical mind makes the past vivid and living." 
Lord Pethlck-Lawrence wrote about him; 

“In 1946 when I had the Cabinet Mission to India to arrange for the 
transference of power. I saw him nearly every day for a large part of the period of 
my visit. He was then President of Congress and as a distinguished and learned 
Moslem he had a unique and sometimes a difficult role to play. But I formed a 
high opinion of his character and intellectual gifts and he always bore himself 
with great dignity and discretion.” 

“I had the good fortune of seeing MaulanaAzad's work not only during the Simla 
Conference but also during the negotiations with the British Cabinet Mission led by Lord 
Pethlck-Lawrence- Never was the quality of Maulana Azad’s intellect more clearly seen then 
during these discussions." — Humayun Kablr 


With Lord Pethick-Lawrence 


With Sir Stafford Cripps 
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Maulana Azad began his p>oUtical careeiTDy opposing 

of the country in 1947. He fougfit tooth and nail against of Bengal; he ended ii by opposing the Partition 

considered the resolution and passed it by a narrow majority- 29 concept of partitioning the country. The AICC 



“The resolution was no doubt passed, but what w 

heavy at the Idea of partition". (India Wins Freedom) condition of the people’s mind? All hearts were 


His condition on October 14. 1947 at the swearing-in ^ 

®^ony has been thus described by Mosley 
“They were nearly all there; Nehru, his saffron fac^ ^ 

sublime exhaustion; Patel, more like a Roman Emperor th weariness, rings under his eyes, in a state of 

a flacf- a Orinnlntf Ral jdonalarhnrl as npar tn a ci- . ever, wearing his Hhnh lik#* a tntsa anH Vila fHnmnVi 


sublime exhaustion; Patel, more like a Roman Emperor \h^ weariness, rings under his eyes, in a state of 
like a flag; a grinning Rajagopalacharl, as near to a state r dhoti like a toga and his triumph 

be; Prasad, near to tears; Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, actuaii^^ intoxication as that dedicated old teetotaller will ever 
Kalam Azad, to whom this occasion was something of a tears; and only the sad. sad face of Maulana Abul 
gaunt and ravaged rock. (The Last Days of British Rc^) i^agedy, sticking out from the sea of happy faces like a 
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9{eads of 
States & 
governments 



Maulana Azad with Prof. Heusa. 
President of the Federal Republic of 
Germany in July, 1955. 
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Being received by Mr. Ardman 
Menderes. Prime Minister of Turkey, at 
Ankara. June , 1 95 1 . 


With King Zahlr Shah of Afghanistan 
on February 14. 1958. On Maulana 
Azad's death. King Zahlr Shah said. "He 
had a prominent place in the 
Intellectual circles of all eastern 
countries. His (contribution) is well 
known in the Intellectual circles of 
Afghanistan". 
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Welcoming H.M. The King of Saudi 
Arabia (November 11. 1955) 


Talking to Marshal Shah Mahmoud 
Khan, Prime Minister of Afghanistan, 
New Delhi, September,! 951. 




9{cgotiates 

CuCturaC 

Agreements 


With Dr. Ali Asghar Hekmat, Ireuilan 
Ambassador after signing the 
agreement, Delhi. December, 1956. 



“ In -ti, ,, 



Indo-Iranlan Cultural Agreement. 
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S^n 9-(istcyric 


^ama '^MasjicC 


(1) On October 1947, the Maulana addressed the people assembled in the 
Jama Masjid of Delhi. He said’ ^ 





^ ^ --rwr ,.— m 

’Soyjx^^j^^4^^4r^o/,^.}dk>ooi^-i)\ 

.t.>JL^ tfVH ^ ^ ^ 

V -'-d^ 

i-fi L -i 

V. If > y . •^. m4 / j^ 
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ij^J&»J^kJfJoy,\:(Jl.- 4- \jj\^hO<fj^Ji 

^ . .• y jj ' 


— tfCcA 

J y*. *y M/ ^ • A ^ ^•j t 


^JjS\:/‘J 

A ‘ » 


i/ij wdk ic'-5-t^^;~^-i'i't^''t2^^'^ 
^jO'^Si-Z^jy./- • • J^l / 1 

y i**' y. ^ j y.. / *. ; A yX !r.Jif 




I ls:i L*y ciV-J>vC(/^-^-^i 

c!5t^'3Pcrt^^V>^^i/4; 

4 - 1 'tf- 

u . >* y , . . . . y i, I 'Jy.r iJ^ 


'(L-^j 0 <!—^\y <4 tf-4^ J(X^' f . 

da^rijj’^ |> n^t/t v ^ i 

^ (ji cfiy-yv'U* Jj^ . 
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Referring to this speech, Rashid Ahmad Siddiqi wrote : 


Luv^iJX^fV t 




(1) Exhorts Musics to glue up attitude o/pohttcaZ ali»/noss 

JiVi . 


‘ / • 7 it?:v d 


~ * '* Jlpl ^ 
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iC-^JS Cj-^iiLJi»J -f 1^1 ^2 L>^ 


liVjy - '^ijj^j'. 




(4) Aducfcates the Concept of One nation 


J llJf 


7 • 


Deplored non-acceptance of his advice 





(3) Rejects the concept of mc^onty and minor ity 

ll/•^c>JJt^L^'‘^f‘^ \Ly"Lj 
jL.fy'.^LCiyn^Lduit/^lP'' 

cfjjOj'4-^i-2,ij^-3C/oy, 

r'- 


’> / ”.• > y • /i. / i i /T 


c^r— 
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Cfd, ^U/^L^^^Ui}i}-^/i.j^l^Lp^Mjl-j^y. 

jhj/j) Wyij ll#,^ tj I t>‘7' 

illy. . . o^<Cjij£lfjh\^^J:L 

Ji6i/jA'JC^u'i‘^iiy^^ 6&kt^ 

( test case j>^(_/:;ij^si_(J^|... 

( 1 ^ (^l)-' * * * *-^1 






(5) Persuaded them to stay 




(6) No certificaie to loyalty from others, but sinrcre searching of hearts 




(7) Problems after 1947 




f^l^l 
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^^rsatiCity 



O'7iy/0yfj 


V 



(JU) 

languages, he was World: “Well versed In Islamic studies and the literature of Persian and Arabic 

phllosophar in the real sen<;f> f men of Asia and perhaps the most learned man In the Islamic world. He was a 

the South. I have met them ^ learned men In the East, the West, the North and 

rank among the greatest sehoiar« Africa I would unhesitatingly give Maulana Abul Kalam Azad a high 

superior." — Saeed Naflcy world It Is my feeling that very few have been his equal and perhaps none his 


(The Discovery mixture of medieval scholastlclslm,eighteenth century rationalism, and the modern outlook" 


He Is essentially the scholar whom circumstances have forced Into a life of action." — Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru 
Sough^t Thought Maulana Azad was always anxious to familiarise himself with the latest trends of 

(a) Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru wrote to Mrs Indira Gandhi on 13 April 1945, from the Ahmadnagar Jail: 

Please thank Dr. Krlshnan for the books he has sent you — They were originally required for the Ma ulan a 
These books Include Van den Bergh’s Theunwerse in Space and Time 
C.T. Chase’s The Frontiers of Science, DarroWs The Renaissance of Physics etc. 

(b) In his Ghubar-i-Khatir he refers to the works and contributions of scholars, poets and scientists like 
Schopenhauer St. Angustlne 

Andre Paul Guillaume Gide Rousseau 

Einstein Strindberg 
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( 3 ) 


Bertrand Russell 
Riehl 

Lloyd Morgan 
Jean de Jolnvllle 
Shelley 


Tolstoy 

Anatole France 
Archimedes 
Mendelssohn 
Wordsworth 


It was not generally known that he was a great reader of heavy Engllh books." — C. Rajagopalacharl. 
Louer of Books 





iji . . • • 0^ 


DeUveilng the PresldenUal Address at the Delhi Public Ubrary 



l/.s ^t-Ti rS 


? /S'- 

(J}\eXs') 

(c) “...one of the most learned men of the East, a book-w>rm intellectual, 

a savant, the author of the best modern commentary on the Koran.” — John 


(^LvU; 


-03r,\ys/ 


Gunther 


Maulea\a Azad Album 83 



InteiUctual journey 

It was with vast erudition, love of book<! 

prodigious memory that Abul K^m Azad t ^’^eness of the contemporary trends of thought, sharp intelligence and 
passed through the following stages: Intellectual journey. Like all great intellectuals of the world he 

curiosity, rejection of tradition, enqiilrv scentiri«!Tn i 

reiurn to original faith minus traditional mm i \ rellgon and tradition, intellectual bewilderment, 

for knowledge. His al-Manqaz min al-Zulal ron+Q?« Ghazzall covered almost a similar course in his quest 

unqoz rninaizulal contains the same stoiy which Maulana Azad gives In Ohubar-l-Khanr 


. . . .^Z‘<Ly:Lk,/^^j:o^j3s 


The end of this intellectual journey was the realisation. 
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^ JoivrnaCist luitlt 


^/^ui 

2 ^o/\r' 

(^h(i£A) 

(2) Early Assoaation mth Journals (as Jomt eduorj 

1. AI-Misboh (end of 1900) 

2 . Dar-us-Sultxinat 

3. Ahsan 'Ul-Akhbar 

4. Khadanga-i-Nazar 

5. T^hfa-i-Mithanvnadiya 

7 Lucknow (Oct. 1905-March 1906) 

7. Vokii, Amritsar (March 1906 onwards) 

(3) Independent Editor 

L Usan al-Sidq, Calcutta (1902) 

2. AI-HtloL Calcutta (July 1912-Nov 1914 : June-Dee 1927) 


f 


3. Al-Balagh, Calcutta (Nov, 1915-March 1916) 

(4) Guiding Spirit 

Paygham, ed. by Mallhabadi (Sept-Dec- 1921) 

(5) Uniqueness of Journalistic contribution 

ifl‘ \fCr^D^ t l)//CL> i/’j )f\’ 

irc^ 

‘■^U— ^ t < L^irf} (. . .L^ 

ir^i 

• t 

(:cfvy,^;Uj 
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OSjectwes of Lisan-iis-Sidcf 

‘111G mti- xj_. . #* _ I I . 


Maulana Azad thus speUed out the objectives of Usan-us sidq > 

" - 1 }/ 

** 

The way he has elaborated these objecUves shows the impact of Sir Syed 

and his Xehzib uL-Akhlaq on the mind of Maulana Azad. It echoes the 
Ideals and objectives of Sir Syed. 

t 1.^ 


Maulvi Muhammad Yusuf Jafn Ranjur wrote the followmg chronogram 

/*• .• y * y 

oy. J 3 'f if '6^1 

JTrri 

Some of the articles/notes of Usan-us-Sidq give an Idea of the problems 
Maulana Azad had in mind at this time — eg Urdu, shorthand, good Press, 
Urdu Encyclopedia 






( 


w L/ K ^ i 
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HipCe of a[-!Hi[aC in Indian poCiticad 

azval^nin0 

■M-Hdal created a revolutionary stir among the massed" ffratta Wins FYeeLnl ’ 

1 . The al-Hilal played a very conspicuous role in r h 

posture of political aloofness and Inculcated in them a consciousness In the Indian Muslims. It made them change their 

policy of Sir Syed who had advised his community to esrhpw rStmlr? struggle. In this respect It marks a departure from the 

medium of reUgion to achieve its poUtlcal objective "It was concentrate on Western educaUon. TTie Al-Hilal used the 

different." observes Pandit Jawaharlal Nehruin his The Discovery^^i^^^ language In thought and approach, even its texture was 

2. In January 1922. the Maulana told in a statpmpni 

m Luiu in a statement before the court about the role of al-HiloL 



‘4' I y iT[, /d<'6ih 
(- JlW 0 " ^ 
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4, n^e zest and^ whlch^lay behind this JournallsUc acUvlty has b«=„ thus descHbed by Maulana - 

$^^a4 

5. The main ideal and objective of al-HUal was : 

if JL/cCel/ 'jlf)Vtf(^ 

if^i ^ tj, 

— " '4^ 

(iirr-e/U.,) "^^tCD 


U 


fr F WW,; ])l 
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J4s ZlrcCu (Brose ‘WHter and CTiiic 



(a) Variety of Styles 


(b) Uniqueness of Style 




Ql^iS^heU^Oy^ 


(c) Proper Choice of words 


{(Sjj^J/ti^) ** cW** <J(j 
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The ^oet 


Poetry was In the soul of Azad He had drunk deep at the spring of 
Persian poetry which gave him poeUc sensibility and ardour. 
Muhammad Yusuf Qeiiser wrote about his youthful days: 




He started composing verses at the age of ll. His first poem 
appeared m Armaghan-i-Famiktt One of the verses was: 





On the death of Amir Mina’i, Maulana Azad wrote the following 
verses: 



The journals Nayrang-i-’Alam and Al-Misbah - with which he was 
associated — published poetic compositions 


Other serious pursuits in life, however, made Maulana Azad give up 


his interest in versification. 

(1) Teachers of Poetry 

• Maulvi ‘Abdul Wahid Sahasrami 

• Dagh Dihlawi 


•Amir Minai 

• Zahir Ahsan Shauq Neemavl 
•Imdad Husain Zahoor Mirathi 




Jc/ / lJ^ 


J L— y-?/v f (/f 

(y> yy Jf 


jfi\r (A 
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(li) Some select verses of Maulana Azad; 


(2) In his introduction to GuUstcux-l-Hazar Rang of Syed 
Bahauddln, he wrote: 





j JlW 


y /^l;^ Jj> 
L> j Jv / 

(lii) Appreciation of Poetry 

• 

(1) He wrote about Azghar Goondavi’s Sarod-i-Zmdgi 


(3) Shibll’s eminence as poet 





(4) Persian Poets on flowers 




♦ t •♦a 

/ lC -..-A/ * 
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\ jh Lj^ lyi/tf 



Appreciates "Nawa-1 Hayat" (collection of Poems) of Yahya Azlm. 
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Versified Jietter in His o%vn Hand 


a versined letter to hie fttend 




Maulvl Muhammad Yusuf Ja'fari Ranjur; 
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S^cuC s Verses in fus oion fuind 
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T^pistie Writer 


Maulana Azad comes next to Ghalib whose letters are characterized by a 
Khailr havp flavour and sincerity of purpose. His letters contained In Ghubar-i- 

i^nottr have been differently assessed by literaiy critics 


tf( Lia* (3 iS// I Jt/ i.if Lofj ^A// 


(3) “He spun out his letters like a silkworm and nourished them with poetic ideas or autobiographical 
touches or philosophical abstractions, and they are most wonderfully executed. Here transient moods and 
moments are transformed into something at once beautiful and permanent " — Khawaja Ahmad Fairuqi. 
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^ JLover of Urdu 


\an0ua0e u Urdu His entire literary output was in this language. It was the 

languages ^ heart. He wanted It to get Its due place in the family of Indian 



(^>r> 
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of mind without which no ^ pitiable one: (a) political life deprived him of that equanimity 

about pubUcation k straitened circumstances made to woirled 

and dimculties in getting his worL ^ published: (c) delays In printing 

publication of books which in UQ#.if ^^phed in Urdu depressed him very often; (d) income from the 

source of his Income When dehi<s in^r meagre compared with Western standards — was the only 

ome. When debts Increased, he became impatient to get his works pubUshed. 
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Sdect ^ibCiography, (Bool^/ 
Lectures & Letters 


( 1 ) Academic Contnbutlon not 


commensurate with range of knowledge 


turned out a ^^g^^cent writer as he Is, with vast stores of Information at his disposal, he should have 

learning and a vprv i.n^ n record Is a very limited one It seems sii'^h a pity that with such vast 

ry usually keen mind and a powerful style, he should have written so little” — Jawaharlal Nehru 


Maulana’s own defence was 

^nh to the first volume of Taijuman ul Quran in Meerut jail, the second edition in Ahmadnagar jail, 

unubar-i-Khatxr in Ahmadnagar jail, Mas’ala-i-KhilaJat m Punjab Mail ) 

He was conscious of his shortcommgs In his works 

(ik-) 

t 1 ^' 

(^/i/7.)^ ii;^ ) ^ !• 
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Frequent Internments disturbed his academic life completely 

‘ „j,\ 

- . . . 
— ^f)(J^A‘ LS'wr^ 

(^j. .. ^ ^>ytl 1#^ 

j) ) t/»- ■ • 


^ Li>^Uyf>£^^}y^/)^ 

vAj ^^jjI ‘I^/^ KjLVv:: Jic/Ic^y 

^ L>yL Jbl 

fV/. . . j^evt, ey| 




1 Humayun Kabir who put 
Maulana's ideas into Enylish. 


( 2 ) Works 

(a) Autobiographical 

Tbe desire to write autobiographical account may spring from very different attitudes of mind' one feels 
that his life-story has not been properly told — that it has not been fully told, that it is a partial and prejudiced 
Sometimes one wants to re-live the past Maulana Azad’s four works — Tazkwah, Malihabadi’s fCohani, Ghubar-i-Khatir 
and India W'ms Freedom are all efforts at self-revelataon revelation of family background, desire to recapitulate the 
events of a hectic life, self-assessment of literary and other pursuits, and an earnest urge to put his political life and 
contribution in its proper historical perspective Tazkwah is a family history, Kohoni is a personal diary, Ghubar-i- 
Khatw reflects a scholar s desir to unload his mind, India Wins Freedom has a tragic note, which is the leitmoti] of this 
study. It is the denouement of a revolutionary's life-struggle It is subjectively objective 

• Tazkwah, Calcutta 1919 

• Azad ki Kahani Khud Azad ki Zabani, dictated to Malihabadi. Calcutta 1 959 

• Ghubar-i-Khatw, Delhi, Hall Publishing House, n e 

• India Wins Freedom, Orient Longman. 1959 

• Karavan-i-Khayal, Bijnor 1946 


Maulana Azad Album 102 




(b) The Taijuman-uhQu*ran 


The real chef -d oeuvre of the Maulana is his incomolete 
translaUon and commentary on the Qur'an, the Tariumm-ul 
Qur'an . Vol.I, Delhi 1350 A.H. Vol.II, Delhi 1936 


The TarJuman-ul-Qur'an has been translated into 
English by Syed Abdul Latlf In 2 volumes (Asia Publishing 
House, Bombay. 1962. 1967). 


(c) Letters: 

Only two collections of letters - the Karauan i-Khayal and the 
Ghubar-i-Khattr - were published during his life time and under his 
authority Subsequent collections of letters addressed to Ghulam 
Rasul Mehr, Syed Sulalman Nadwl. Abdul Majid Daryabadl. Khwala 
Hasan Nizami and others are Invaluable as a source for the study of 
Maulana’s thought and activities during a span of nearly half a 
centuiy. but this epistolary literature cannot be included In Maulana's 
composition as such 

. Karavan-i-KhayaL Madina Press, Bljnor 1946 

• Ghubar-i-Khatir, Lahore 1946 

(See j below for letters published posthumously). 

(d) Lectures and Addresses 



Jic H. ,H. ^ z 


Am Kaljm Au» 
T/tMrr 

VAU^noHAj Ptn 

CAmdSmMmy 
J B. Kanpu-iM 


.V*: 

ALL INMA OONG1VS9 COMMIl JBB 

C»AUJ •IU«WS fcUAHAUD 


rj) 

hu i di a / 1 AA 

lAVltC 

^ cncvLU fto. 
CALCinrA 

nmi • • f 


^L>- 

— ^ Sly- 






(e) Problems and controversies 


The following works deal with current problems and controversies 

Calcutta 1920 

ed Abu Salman Shahjahanpurl, Karachi. 1987 

J (dealing with the problem of the visibility of moon) 

^ f 'Usmanl Press, Calcutta 1319/1902 

J If Azaragarh 1919 

(f) Statements in Court 81 
Political literature 

jdj/ Al-Balagh Press. Calcutta 


Azaragarh 1919 


Al-Balagh Press. Calcutta 
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(g) Foreword 

— •— Swaleha Abld Husain, 1949 

i-»-X:L^LfL / 

Ji 1928 

Uiij\yt(:)\:LJ^ ■"* Syed Bahauddln 1957 

Vahya Azaml 1950 

Azghar Gondavl. 1934 


Syed Bahauddln 1957 
Yahya Azaml 1950 


Azghar Gondavl. 1934 


History of Philosophy Eastern & Western S Radhakrlshnan. London. AUan and Unwin, 1953 

!' Abdush Shahid Khan. 1940 

— MallhabadL 1927 


MallhabadL 1927 




Movement - Literature 


u i/yj published by Munshl Mushtaq Ahmad, printed at 

^ I Fateh Printing Works, Delhi 1921, Exhorts people to boycott European 
goods 


r 





A 

ir 

\y 

itY 

,s 


( 8 ) 

Meerut 

(9) 

Meerut 1921 

( 10 ) 

Lahore 1922 

( 11 ) 

Lahore 

( 12 ) 

Lahore 

(13) 

Lahore 


i< 

1 9 

r- 

* • 


Lucknow 
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(i) Articles of Al-Hilal and Al- 
Balagh separately published 
in brochure form 

Jiyi wt?’i ; 

JUL/Ijt/Tl-Dy : 

i\jT' 1«^y(tDye/:ut>i»;l'-. 

l^y.'eCU' 

(j) Letters published 
posthumously 


(k) Articles published in 

magazines and journals 

j^it) Ubc: 

(1) Miscellaneous 

. *r^ I Li ed. NasruUah Mian Aziz. Lahore 


Adablstan Lahore 


•5 

•>/>> Ghaffar Shakll. Aligarh. 1962. 

Adablstan Lahore 

;7^UU I ; 5i»^ 
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Translations 




Urdu translation of FandWaJldl-sJ^I'^rL,h„^^ 


(n) Sahitya Academy Editions 
by Malik Ram 


Mo lo A ^ Acaaemy has published the foUowinfi works of 
Maulana Azad, edited with copious notes by Malik Ram 


(1) Tazkira. 1968 

(2) Ghubar—Khatir, 1967 


Tarjuman al Qur'an. 4 Vols 1964-76 
Khutbat-i-Azad, 1974-1985 


About the edition of TojJurmn at gur'an. Ghulam Rasul Mehr writes : 

c/f dyjf a ) *. 

(o) Editorial Efforts of Mehr and 
Shahj ahanpuri 

Maulana Ghulam Rasul Mehr and Dr Abu Salman 
Shahjahanpurl — both Imbued and inspired by the ideas of Azad — 
have made strenous efforts to bring to Ught and consolidate his 
writings and present them under new rubrics Particularly to be noted 
are: 


Abu Salman 


_t^!/ 


Mehr 

-dS'> 

0 ^ 1 /^ 

I -tf l/ 

(p) Works compiled/edited by 
Personal Secretaries 

Mohammad >^mal Khan 
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2 


Mirza Masud Beg 


publi^ed (MaulanaAbul have been 

and QaumiAiDOz) i^nakhsiijat our kamamay 



Some CoUections of Articl 
on Maulana Azad 


es 


I959. ^ '<*■ by Hu„ayu„ Kab,r. Bo„ba, 


(r) Some Biographical Accounts / 
Reminiscences ’ 



BOOKS PLANNED BUT NOT I 
COMPLEJTED/PUBLISHED 

(justifying condemnaOon of Yazld) pre-pubUcatlon 
advertisement In but not published 

Abridged translations of Imam Ghazzali's works, 
Jaml-s JVa/ahnt and Suyutfs 




JjLSa*' 

•• 

1 “ 




, I »* Whether these books/brochures were actually written 

or not Is a different quesQon. but the tides themselves 
give an idea of the range of study, conspectus and 
intellectual involvements of Maulana Azad. 
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I nterest in S^CBeruni 


Maulana Azad was keenly lntere<sterl in j r 

thought In Islam. Alberunl attracted his attention most^n of sclentlfli 

on him In Calcutta in Persian In 1958 an Urdu tranoiif^ Presented an artlch 
Ahang In 1980 his work on Alberunl our GughroDhbja i Mahnarm 

coUectlon preserved In the library of the InS^^nnn,^iw discovered in hh 

published In Islam aw ‘Asr-i-JadkL It brines to fnoi « m Cultural Relations anc 
Ltenslve knowledge, interest In the dSmeJ^f 

Muslims, and the basic categories of Hindu thought ^ concepts among thi 


Oljy ojlJ ^ / £•; 

L- a/ - iS) y, 



I 


A V <” 
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^ It 

A 

tXl^J^vAJSLX^l 

ct ^jbJl 
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l«UDI 


w. y , , 


(jjJ^ Sj •' 

J • 4,p ^ L.yl 0I.I4. *J l 5 .1^' 

. i*.Jt , Vj.-J 

^Personal Library ? 

2 OK K 

Yi Abiil Kai am AzAn - 


A I IB ■ I- ■» 
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(It is not that I am leaving my companions behind; 

what can I do with those who have boils in their feet and cannot 

keep pace with the fast moving caravan.) 
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j4s ^Mufassir — (Us 

^aijuman-uC-Qur an 


on his 


Maulana Azad’s title to eminence as a Miicu«, u i . 

s unfinished tqfstr — the Torjuman-ul- o,,r’nn ^ f'olM rests mainly 
_ f ^ (2 volumes . It ;s a lanHmoi-i 


in the mstory of Muslta exigetical Uterature. His broad and cosmop?Uta^ppr^^^^ 

of the contemporaiy trends of thought which 
ed religion in terms of humanism and philanthrophy. his deter^atlon tn 
Qur’anic studies from their medieval casuistical Context. Ind present it as^ont^ 

aneous natural and normal appeal ‘to the elemental feeling and imagination ot ^n 
and to his daily experiences of life’, is unique. miagmauon oi man. 

<!^jy «— 

Ui 

^ ^ M. i. t . I m» y ^ i ^ • i i M 
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I \Sj \iA ' jK=-> It 


o,} 

, y ^,/ , . ^ - VICC^ 

"u? t£<. ijU(t^>(f ^^/i/T-^i^-i-^'i^ -L^to-t-y 

/ <' . . -C^>lr*,J^' 

■fc^'wLv y<i„:^/y^ '•• 
y (yi"^rc^c)'ol^ j^j j;;;^) jA” /-ct 
il.AvUjc/'-Ji> Jy<’i(>’y.^li^Z/t ojy'j^/fXyt 

/T'ktwpT t4-c^ya^-M;ij4/li;i 


Dedication of Taijuman-ul-Qur’an (autograph) 

• Maulana Hakim Fazl ur Rahman Sawatl, a very profound veteran scholar, has 
identified this person on the basis of his personal knowledge Mauhd Dtn Muhammad of 
Qandahar was keenly Interested In tq/s(r and as he had formed a very high opinion of 
Maulana Azad's Insight In Quranic sciences after reading his al-HUal and al-Balagh, he 
imdertook this long Journey 

dvf I j ^ ^ J€ 

(/;> I £ ^ ^ £ ji/)3 if< 'A ^ ir^A 

His style 

i^wy-L> £/!//c»i 
L'' ^ At /'AJc^tjitj'. 2, 

2-^L j It iSi^ 

***** y 

tSj^ 
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. though his writings contain enormous material on 
■4S consolidated all this material in Rastd l Rahimt (Lahore, Second Reprint 1981) 


'ill ... 

fWv.i ? 


f^O j* /“’/'.a. v^ji' cij/i'Jyy 
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As Imam 


The Maulana led the Muslim congregational prayers for several decades in Calcutta. Political tensions so 
disillusioned him that he gave up this work. On ‘Eid days he used to deUver Khutba in Urdu also. 








(2) Emphasis on happy family life: 




^3) Suggests change in the style and content of Friday sermons: 




/ *• • 
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( 1 ) 


( 2 ) 


13) 


Some Views & Concepts as Mim 


Islam’s Ideal Is world brotherhood: 

^Lry:Oyy 

Jihad is a comprehensive word: 

^.<Ji 'JXchr? 




>■ iy/ / y • y 

Aj Cr Vi/y. /.(■ 

Islam alms at bringing human hesirts closer: 

A 'I Ayi;// ‘ L,/ XZ/ 


(4) Hindus are ahl-l-Kitab (People having a Revealed Book): 

^jc^L wt3c):i 

Moral purpose of religious practices In Islam’ 

o' U' Jl^ h CL^hl^f^ I jJSJ^ 
( yii : bf[0Y^ 


(5) 
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a-r-^v 

y-^rAjUjji^uj.ii, /j, 

£• 

(6) Unlversallsm and religion: 

Ui ^ U>?’W>^‘--fic^<Lvi^/^J‘/(:^ <- 

i£i^, tr^/. 

i)^„J>Jw '^IrVf oj fcr^!4,t ,X^ 

',A^tjk^-v^>rr^yrL ^^A^^'/ufiyCj^jt^,j 

(7) Crltlcisin of the Syllabus of Madrasahs: 

yX/Y^ t/'- • - «^/ 


£- yijJu^^Ljo)}^ ■{^^‘f/: y 

e (^tf- 

Position of Women In Islam: 

iftH /iv/ 2_ i/f^ o/} (>:f > Lf « (j: ' * 

cdlWO 


Path of Truth: 

t'itTf ut' L-ry^L- jit?" ” 

);/{Sp'^h\j‘iJs\u^''c-\/jjJ!' Jf^^T/ir^-zjiuio^-. 
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^fic ^ducationaC Leader 



CU.ll i 





Inaugurating the UNESCO Symposium on the 
West." New Delhi, December 1951 


‘Concept of Man and the Philosophy of Education In the East and thi 
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A ‘Dynamic and ‘Broad-minded 

‘Ednca'tioniS't His educationaC idccds 


and principCes 



Union Cabinet. 31 January 1950. 


“How fortunate is the country and the government that has such a wise and 
able Minister of Education" — Saeed Naficy 

Maulana Azad became Minister for Education in January 1947. In Jai:iuajty 
1952 he also assumed charge of the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Scientific Research. He held this charge till the last day of his life. He gave to 
the office a dignity, a prestige and a respectability which was unique. From 
basic education to fundamental research he turned his attention to every 
sphere of education and put the basic concepts and programmes in proper 
perspective. 

Assessment of the British system of Education 

(a) Its Contribution: "The great services vdiich the existing system of 
education has rendered to the Indian p>eople need not be denied. It 
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^ world of science and technology. It inculcated a progressive spirit. It has led to 
« u « enlng of the national spirit and a growth of modem and progressive outlook in all affairs of the 
worm... (Speeches) 


(b) Its negatiue aspect: “This system had led to the creation of a small Intelligentsia separated from the mass of 

the Indian people ..It had not led to the development of a national mind Whole approach to different 

branches of learning was through the medium of a foreign tongue.. (no Indian child) could enter the sacred 
precincts of learning with a natural mmd... Whatever they (the British) decided to teach was right, but their 
method of Imparting education was wrong." (Speeches) 

Basic Education — a birth right 

"It Is the birth right of every Indlvlduail to receive at least the basic education without which he cannot fully 
discharge his duties as a citizen. (Speeches) 

A twelve point programme of social education — particularly in villages — was announced by the Maulana 
on May 31. 1948. 

New Techniques of Mass Education 

" modern science has placed In our hands effective Instruments In the form of broadcasting and the 

film. I am considering schemes by which they may be utilised to the fullest extent for broadening the mind 
of the masses and opening up a new world of knowledge to them.” (Speeches) 

Aim of education — Development of International Outlook 

“Do not forget that you can seal all your wordty possessions within national and geographical limits but no 

seal can be put on learning and civilization In the advancement of nations there Is no greater hindrance 

than narrow-mindedness. In the domain of religion it appears in the form of blind faith and wants to deceive 
us in the name of orthodoxy. In politics It wants to over power us in the guise of nationalism. In learning 
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(Speeches) ^ comity of nations onlv if w super -nationalism. We 

y we are International minded and tolerant.” 


Necessity of Fundamentcd Research 


scope of such research sh^W ho^er tectaology without fundamental research work. The 

humanities, including philosonhv ih#» cover not only the scientific subjects but also the 

ciuuing pmiosophy. the social sciences, anthropology etc.» (Speeches) 



Addressing Indian students at India House. London, 
July 1955. 




Delivering the Inaugural address on the 201h i 

Meeting of the Central Advisory Board of EdulSnn 
New Delhi. November 1953 . 



Role of the English languag, 


of th^whole gained from the adoption of English it has led to the unification 

Legislative a«s<s#»rnw ^ e connectmg link between all the Provmcial Governments, universities, 

recognition in thp platforms and national organisations.... India’s position and 

language both ernational world are greatly due to our having recourse to the English 

language both wntten and spoken.” [Speeches] 

8 . Scientific Terminology 

Advisory Board has (declared) that scientific terms are international, and it 

fhof fif mistake to try to translate them. I agree with the view of the Board and believe 

at this is the only rational solution of the difficulty.” [Speeches] 

9. Indian Philosophy 


I think toat with the exception of two specific branches of learning (Aristotle's Logic and Ptolemy’s 
eyerie], the Indian mind has shown itself superior in every respect to the achievements of the 
Greeks. We therefore need a new history of Philosophy in which Indian Philosophy may find its 
rightful place.” (Speeches) 

1 0 . Reorientation of Historical Approach 

All histories used in our Universities today suffer both from lacunae and distortions. Nothing is 
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11 . 





to (authors) every P<4lb“hdp™™r 


Central Ministry will extend 


' Delivering the Presidential Address at the Silver 
Jubilee Session of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission. December 1948, New Delhi. 


Study of Oriental and Asiatic Languages 


We must not forget that in the past, India was a centre where the currents of Asiatic thought met 
and from which flowed out streams which spread to the farthest corner of the Asiatic continent. To 
appreciate Ancient India truly it is therefore essential to have a knowledge and understanding of 
other Asiatic languages and cultures as well.” (Speeches) 

12. Religious Education 


“At first it was considered that religions would stand in the way of the free mtellectual development 
of a child but now it has been admitted that religions cannot altogether be dispensed with.. In India 
we cannot have an intellectual mould without religion.” (Speeches) 
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iiocial Education 


la. 


u p 

therefore be defined as a education to the Indian people Social education may 

among the people and the ^ towards the production of a consciousness of citizenship 

_ promotion of social solidarity among them." (Speeches) 



14. Education of Women 



With Dr. Ahmad Samman. Dean-Faculty of Law, 
Damascus University, New Delhi 11 March 1957. 


I need hardly say that all our educational programme will ultimately depend upon the proper education of 
women. If women take to education, more than half of our problems will be solved.” (Speeches) 


15. Agriculture and Ectucation 


A hard fact which we must face is that the economic Ufe of India is not properly balanced between 

agriculture and industry Our present agricultural education is defective because it lacks adequate 

practical basis Our general education, especially in the earlier stages, must therefore give a greater 

importance to the theory and practice of agriculture." (Speeches) 

16. Employment and Education 

“It appears to me that increasing emphasis will have to be placed on providing higher education in the field 
of agriculture, medicine, engineering, technology and science. This does not, however, mean that we can 
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^ humanlUes. No nation can survive if it neglects the discipline of the spirit." (Speeches) 


a Radio Programme. On 
by the boys if he was ever 
his father, the Maulana 
nee when my fingers were 
1 gravy while dining with 


With Iranian students and professors of Veterinary. 

April 1952 

Chatting with Burmese delegates to the United Nations Regional Youth 
Welfare Seminar, at Simla. November 1951. 


Talking to the Primary School Teachers of Delhi 




01' 


1^4 



rt 







Hg 




1 . . 










‘SuiCder of the. ‘Bducational 

plans and ikdr 


Structure 


executwn 

Maulana Azad was the real architect of th. i a 

Rajendra Prasad wrote about him : educational and cultural institutions ii 


in free India Dr 


"The great impetus and encouragement he , 

activihes and scienUf.c research are deinonsJated hv of l-lerature and cultura 

,ahoratonesand.nstdutes,and.hec„™™3sronswhi^ 

1 In November 1948, he organized an v vhk 

iruugurated the Exhibibin with the remark- "I am'’Lm vn “ India " H( 
education is complete unless it can provide an approprSirp^re toTalmUrt' ™ 

2 Development of the National Museum 
"The development of the National Muse 

remarked Maulana Azadinauguratmg the annua'lTesLnVfTh.”^^^''^ building programme,' 

1948. "I would request the organizers of this Conferenre in ^ Museums Associations of India on December 27 
hentage with the spread of education" (Speeches) ^ constanUy m view the need of Imking up our ah 


that 


ha^gon7out™^SpeeS’S^^ appomt two commissions to collect art objects in this country, and buy those 


A good school is a national asset 


laboratone®rwhrc“uclCflr:ill“:r^^^^^^^^ Tu"' "‘,r ‘*’t 

quality of such laboratories." (Speech nt Scindm 



Presiding over the Golden Jubilee 
celebrations of the Scindia School at 
Gwalior, February 1949 
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Addressing the All India Conference on Arts. 


Addressing the Conference in Calcutta on August 29. 1949 Maulana Azad said; “It is today realised that no 
e ucatlon can be complete which does not pay proper attention to the development and refinement of emotions, 
can be done best through the provision of facilities for training the sensibilities by the practice of one of the 

This releases the creative instinct in the chUd.. One of the unfortunate results of the Industrial 

0 ution and the development of the capitalist system of production has been the divorce between art and craft. 
The result is that the artists tend to look down upon the craftsmen as mere artisans .... This Conference may 
also appoint a small committee of experts who may advise the Government on the selection of some of the finest 

specimens of Indian art which would then be reproduced and made available to the people at large In order 

therefore to ensure that the most powerful and original geniuses among the artists get their proper recognition. I 
would suggest for your consideration the establishment of an Academy of Art more or less on the lines of the world 
famous French Academy." 


Delivering the Presidential Address at the Inaugural At a reception given for Mr Helen Keller, the 
session of the Indian National Commission for blind & deaf authoress — New Delhi, February 
Conference with UNESCO, April, 1949 1955 


Inaugurating the Lalit Kala Akademl (National Academy 
of Art), New Delhi, 5th August, 1954. 


Indian National Commission of UNESCO 


nation and will Commission will serve as a focus of educational, scientific and cultural activities of the 

understanHina enrichment of national life in all these fields as well as better co-operation and 

19491 other countries." (Speech at the inauguration of the National Commission of UNESCO, April 9 


Central Institute of Education 


^e accepta^e of democracy as the pattern of our State has, if any thing, added to the urgency of the 

™ e Central Institute will therefore both train teachers for higher and secondary schools and also 

^r^on resMTch on the problems of basic and secondary education." (Speech while Inviting Pt. Nehru to lay the 
foundation of The Central Institute of Education. April 18. 1949) 

First All-India Conference on Arts 
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Addres^ng the Council of Cultural RelaUons. Neic Delhi. 


April, 1950. 

7. Education Commission 


Receiving a gift of books from Prof. Ostrovltynov of 
Soviet Academy of Sciences, 1955. 


. , maugu 

Addressing the Centrs.! Advisory Bosrd nf 

Indian University EducaUon Commission under ^ Cuttack, the Maulana said: ‘ the 

Report which is) before you and of the main fi.nrHnnc *^<l^krishnan (has submitted its 

recommendations of the Commission." ctlons of this meeting of the Board will be to consider the 


xiiauguraung uie inoian msuiuie oi lecnnoiogy 


at Kharagpur, August 1951 


8 . 


9. 


10 . 


Indian CouncU/or Cultural Relations 

prese?t?dToVh^^^^^ Maulana said; “ To make a beginning with the Ubraiy, I have 

Survey of Indian Literature 

llt^tur^wMch^n^^stTm^l^^fh^^f^^Hi^^T Academy of Letters would be to survey and investigate the 

India Con/crence on 


Teaching of Geography and History and the need to develop new approach and methodology 

.^..the entire method of teaching history and geography in schools must be changed. . This terrestrial globe 
which nature has created as one has been divided by us for our purposes into different compartments. When we 
teach a child geography, we do not start by saying that he Is an inhabitant of the earth, but on the contrary we 
start by installing in his mind that he from Delhi, and Delhi is in India, and India ic in Asia, and Asia is in the 
Eastern Hemisphere., the idea of his membership of the human species remains a mere abstraction .. we must 
teach the child that he is a denizen of the world first and foremost 



Addressing the third Inter -University 
Youth Festival at Talkatora Gardens, 
New Delhi, October 1956. 


Maulana Azad Album 127 




“ . . history mlstaught has also become an in tn 

taught must lead to a cor«tncUon of the mind f that hlstoor so 

grmp depends upon Its sharp demarcaUon from aU ote^SSr^s '^•h his 

cult of ^ow ^tlonallsm.- Welcome speech at the “f “bstocles Is the 

March 24, 1954. “KHan NaUonal Commission for Co-opeiaUon with UNESCO 


1 1 . Sahitya Akadanu established 


receiving Ur. Graysen Kir 

University, New Delhi, December 1955. 


rresiaent ot Columbj 


At the inauguration of the Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi, 
March 1954. 


12 . 


hX‘So®emo^'^?Th^‘'T ■' be™ ““nklni 

standS Is to mv mfnd“r '‘.f “f creative literature In the different Indian languages. -The question o 
Standard is, to my mind, fundamental in the concept of the academy.” 


Inaugurating the first All India 
Conference on Letters, New Delhi, 15 
March 1951. 


The Sangeet Natak Akadami (The Academy of Dance, Drama and Music) was set up in 1953. 


13 . 


The Lalit Kola Akadami (National Academy of Art) 

Addressing the first meeting of the LaUt Kala Akadami on August 5. 1954, the Maulana remarked: The patronage 
to art which injprme r days was extended by kings and nobles wlU have to be given by the people and the State in 
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Conducting Lady Mountbatten to the Central Institute of 
Education which she declared open in December ,1947 


contemporary India. I aim attracted by a system . in vogue in Sweden whenever 
a public library is constructed, a percentage of the estimated expenditure is 
earmarked for sculpture, paintmg and other decoration". 

I R ^ Rashtrapati Bhavan, established in August 1949. 

lb. National Gallery of Modern Art in Jaipur House, established in March 1954 

lb. Coiwened a Conference of Sports in Delhi on August 14 1954 
pe g e Central Building Research Inshtute. Maulana Azad said- “Without better 
vmg conditions In villages and towns the state of health of the people cannot 
be adequately improved.. Better houses in towns and the provision of cheap, 
urable and comfortable houses for villagers and industrial labourers is a prime 
need of the day. and I have every hope that this Institute will make a soUd 
contribution to the solution of this national problem." 
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Inaugurating the Ullt Kala Akadami i 

intrinsic value of art for Its own sake Azad said* I have always been of the view that apart from the 

aesthetic sensibilities of man.... no ednoofi^ essential element In education as it develops the feelings and 
development and refinement of the emotio complete which does not pay propier attention to the 

to preserve the glorious traditions of tVi*. - The Lallt Kala Akadami, which is being set up today, must work 

iraaiuons of the past and enrich them by the work of our modern artists " 


Opening the Indian Institute of Terhnniom ♦ 

already before them a scheme for ^ ^^^’^gpur, Maulana Azad said* “The Government of India had 

Institute of Technology.. . The Institi t of four inshtutions of the standard of the Massachussets 

engineers and technologists but this f function is, no doubt, to provide facilities for training high grade 

provision of facilities for research as appreciate, cannot be adequately performed without the 

Institute will be fully realised " we .. i can clearly visualize the day when the great potentialities of this 


achievements in the field of Icifprc Letters. Maulana Azad observed “The history of India’s 

and the encouragement and suonnrtTvft and is evidence of the innate genius of the people 

traditions still remain butthpnaf^ enlightened kings and other lovers of letters These great 

since India lost her indencnd^ roimge which in the past, was extended to literature by the State has been absent 
ground.. . . UtoaSre ?n^ .?m ‘"iperaUve that we try to make up for the lost 

officialdom. .. " flourish best in an atmosphere free from tne restrictive influences of 



Performing the opening ceremony of the new building 
of the Council of Scientific & Industrial Research, 
New Delhi, January 1953. 


Performing the opening ceremony of the Central 
Building Research Institute at Roorkee, April, 1953 
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Contact with and 

Movements 


] {jyl^ 

( 6 ^. 6 ^, 

separation ?) ^ painful stoiy of (tortures experienced in) 

— Subuhi Chaghtai 










Leaving New Delhi on his Goodwill 
Mission to Europe and the Middle 
East, and to attend the UNESCO 
General Conferenee in Pans, May, 
1951 
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*EarCy visits aBwad and contact 

witn forciynscfioCars 


(1) In 1908 the Maulana went nn . 

I went to Turkey and France and had tUtended'In^®^*’ “From Egypt 

received news that my father was lU. I returned fr^° ^ ‘^ould not do so as I 

many years later ” (India Wins FYeedonH "ot see London till 

(2) In Baghdad 







In Lebanon 




In Mosul 


schQlar*anH^.5*ii!^*^K^^ Shaikh Alusi Zada whom he considered the greatest Arabic 
scholar and with whom his father had also met 





L ^ ^^^1 P^I^essor Louis Masslgnon met Maulana Azad "We met at 

me Mlrajan Mosque as pupils of our dear master Hajj’All Alussy I was living then In 
Hayder Khan Quarter, now broken open by new roads " (Memorial Volume) Professor 
asslgnon told me that young Azad’s extremely charming features particularly attracted 
mm Masslgnon met Maulana Azad twice In Paris and twice in India He was invited by 
him to participate in the Gandhian Seminar 
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C ontact witfi ^Cdcr Contemp 

[ 1 ) Maulana Shibli (1857-1914) ^ 


[ 1 ) Maulana Shibli (1857-1914) 








^ a- 

LuiU 0 ij L/.JJc) J-? 

(J^cfljylf) 

(J!>dbir) 

• Refernng to his opposition In Nadwat-ul-Ulama, Shibli wntes to Azad” 

In another letter he advises Azad as follows 
(2) Maulana Hah (1837-1914) 

“ "f- ■^J'GctiS.^ii^ljij^ 
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» • •• 
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(4) MauM Nazir Ahrr,^, 


1833-1912) 


^J^yjoyt 15-?^ (/ 

( (3 i-Vi ^ 


‘‘ ly ^Jl^y i ^ 



.(^2^ C.j^{/\^ 0 / ^/X>^ yo DU 

^ J c// - (^ -^v yV 6^ I < 

rJiVD 
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3. Contact with some contemporaries 



Rataan Khan Sher„ani ,1875-1S5,| 


(<t e^Js 


2 


Maulana Hasrat Mohani 





3, Maulana Hakim Syed ‘Abdul Hayy (1869-1923) 

c/t 4^ J *-^u! (^ 

Lr^i^ov^j(3l;i>(4^ t ii \^yj3 1 [jyJ/j,!/, 
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Maulana Hakim Syed Hayy 
(2) In this letter, kindly lent bv i 

Khaa«hr, an encyclopaedia oflndo-Mustoscl^^." 

. ,, b ■ ” ““"t®' 'raa published. 

'f * ' ‘Ij. ■ 5.'-. r-i 


- ^ 




>hli< r 


Wiii^ 
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( Jt^cJbjlf) ** C;^Jj!fc^ 

jriDj — (rjTcryio^^^tte^^ 

^cu Jtui' 

(cjUa-'tV’’ “^4^CC>5'/7^'^-£-?^^^!:-iJ'{ 
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Dr. M.A. Ansarl (1880 


In 1929. Congress passed the Independence resolution . . in 1930 
congress declared that Salt Uws would be violated....mie Govtl ordeU S 
arrest of the Congress President and his Working Committee. I wafettSd 
one of the Presidents and nominated by WorLg Committee Before 1 was 
airested, I nominated Dr Ansarl as my successor. At llrst he was not willing to 
join the movement but I was able to persuade him ■ (fndra Wms Ffeedoml 



6 . 


Khwaja Hasan Nizami (1879-1955) 





(fi . . _ ^tuyi 
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7. Asaf All (1888-1953) 


8 Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan 


Maulana Azad Iws a sensitive soul, and is one of the acutest of observers, 
whose intelligence is sharp and whose celebrations are quick as light. He is a 
shrewd Judge of man. but he seldom permits himself to be read easily. In 
congenial company he is a sparkling conversationllst with a rare sense of 
humour. When not in his element he is capable of almost oppressive rectlcence. 
He can be devastating in debate and convincing in discussion for he makes apt 
use of the enormous storehouse of his erduditlon ” — Asaf All. 



“He (Gandhiji) spoke in the 
Working Committee in favour of 
partition. As I had already had an 
inkling into his mind, this fact 
did not take me by surprise, but 





one can imagine the reaction of 
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan. He 
was completely stunned and for 
several minutes he could not 
utter a word.” — India Wins 
Freedom 
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9 


Dr. S. Radhakrlshnan (1888-1975^ 

“Whenever I went to talk to him hp r n r 

his command over these languages aras^su™ or Perelan. I am told 

Structure dlgnihed and polished in their diction^c^ffem' " ®Peeches) were firm In their 

replaced in our country He stonri pointed. I do not think he can be 

Radhakrlshnan. ^ one may eaU the emanelpatS^V^ & 

Dr Radhakrlshnan is the only Indian u * 

speeches and the Taijuman ul-QurarL ^ Maulana Azad has quoted in his 



10 Sardar Patel (1875-1950) 

“The two represent utterly 
different worlds but the link of Congress 
bridges their variegation” — John 
Gunther, 


"After we passed the ‘Quit India’ 
resolution in August 1942. we were 
together for three years in the 
Ahmadnagar Fort. Later, after our 
release, we were together in Simla for 
some weeks and again for tiiree months 
recently during the present 
negotiations. I have watched Maulana 
Azad during all this period work both 
day and night.” — Sardar Patel in 1945. 
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Maulana Muhammad All 




Differences on matters of minor significance apart, both were bitterly 
opposed to the policies of the British government and almost simultaneously 
started their Journals — Azad in Urdu (Al-Hilal), Muhammad All in English 
(Comrade) Al-Hilal and Comrade both played Important roles in the political 
awakening of the country 
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Maulana Zafar All Khan 



*'<; ‘ ^ ^ 

"^ /*-• y ^ 

^ ^ . , ■ - 

■«. , - '•’ "^ *' --I— i «• 

t . . y* • “ «* ^ ‘ ^ %yt 
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‘'r«>-V‘ - '‘^’' *' 
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' ^ 'V' - ...y 
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. '1 y' 

v^y y’’ 
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Ovnec •»■«•# laao 
TmU«t 

•■•H. nai.«B «taa 



•Rn! »m^ «5pfl 

ftTTT WUV fciivmi* 

kj-»w! vi»j jt 
'**'* Ul»vf))“ 

ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 

9WAVAi BHA>^AN ALLAHABAD 


TMMom mi 


PrtiMm • AAdrrff 
l*.A BALL\CV»IJE 
CtRCCrtAR SOAD 
CALCUTTA 

PboM PARI •!* 

JUf ~ . - 



^predates Maulana Mohammad All's 
sauces to the cause of freedom (Letter 
addressed to Maulana Abdul Majid 
Darlyabadl) 






lift {/■ ( i-T 

Azad had good relations with Zafar All Khan; sent his articles for 
publication In his Zomlndor and advised Ghulam Rasul Mehr, not to do anything 
that could adversely affect the position of Zamindar. 
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Dr Syed Mahmud 


Ohj>.^j i|/ lJ:P[jjJj j^^(/<^iJl. 


• "In 1908 Maulana Azad came to visit me In my room at the M.A O 

College (Aligarh)." . Syed Mahmud. 

• "In the Jail at Ahmadnagar .... I often found him murmuring to himself In 
a deep undertone a couplet from the Arab poet, Abul Ala Maarl, meaning 

We are of those Jbr whom there is no middle station in life, we occupy the 
pinnacles or we seek the depths of the grave _ Mahmud. 


Maulana Abdul Mq/id Dariyabadi 





f 
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Dr Zakir Hussain 
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and J^zad 

Iqbal (1876-1938) and Azad iQr:Qt 4 i- 

contribuUon to Muslim intellectual pin i products of Indo-Muslim scholarship. Their 

circumstances — partlcinatinP in exaggerated Both started their careers in identical 

etc and publishing their writmciQ in n/r cultural acUvities. attending meetings ofAnjuman Himayat-uI-Islam 

worked for extendmg the circle nf i /• Abdul Qadir Iqbal appreciated Azad's revolutionary zeal, 

soon after the security of al-Hilnl haH poem. (Urdu) for publication in al-Balagh, 

beginning they held identical viP«ro « ^ or eited Azad admired Iqbal’s mathnawi, Rumuz-i-Bay Khudt Though in the 

came to be looked upon a ' svmhnU of religion and politics, gradually they drifted apart and both of them 

ooKea upon a. symbols of two different approaches to Indian poUtical problem. 

ijj' j}f t /ojtCd) Jl’i* 

-"4- lx w 1 1 4 - 

( j I 



c^:uy.r^c>l ^ ^ ^ 

• • • • (31^ ^'^"''<' 1 ' b; ’ 
CCyf -cx-u'*”' 

dl j^U) j)\ ^ ‘ 

lj\ •••• I c/f ('131 ('ll 

-L^lvoU \/})j3\ 

'-r^^ •' ^ ^ j IdV U 
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4. Visits abroad and contact ■with 
foreign scholars as Minister of Education. 



Wim AyetoUah Kasham. tour of West Asan coururies 



Addressing a gathering at the University of Ankara, 
on "the Awakening of the East" during his visit to 
Turkey in June, 1951. 


Cultural contacts with the Outside world. 



Inaugurating the Conference for Cultural 
Cooperation between India and other Asian 
countries. New Delhi. August 1949. 



Addressing the Ninth General Conference of 
UNESCO. New Delhi, November 1956 
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Contact with Institutions and Associations 



Nadwat-ul-Ulama, Lucknow 


'-- /ifi y.jj) 

< t!il>-J-/,hjji)h,i-/{l0yji) 


y^yy»Xj>^ )?H'l)/< '^t!j:'^0{Jj/y'< 


Dar-ul'Vlum, DeoboJid ^ 

— !/ pj L> ij' I J\^ i} • • • 4^ t' u^ li '^'' 

C/^^cTc/IjV 
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(3> AU^rh Muslim University. AUgarh 



Renaissance 







(4) Dar-ul-Mussannlf 1 n. Azamgarh 

jtli/y I - U^k 4 i^r . 1/ 

^ (5) Jaml’at-ul-Ulama-1-Hlnd 

4_ cc^iSi'. Ja^ ^i, . 


ft • •• • 

'J^if'^iSj^ttJtJ^j^f^\^\ \ c^\^j)S . , , . tj-f 

«f- 1^4 c^ 2_ i^rX4>i < (^t; L^uT/' 
(S!lVV/nL:.y!ai>=> it^t/rri^U^?!/ 
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In the eyes of the World 
Leaders and zuorCd press 


(3) “ the Maulana was a living example of Hlndu-Muslim unity, the base on which secular India was erected, but 

at the same time, he had much of a nobleman of old Mo^ul tradition who does not expose htmself to the 
limelight, and who does not care for public approval " — Die Welt, Hamburg 


(4) “ his name will go down to posterity as the author of standard works on oriental philosophy, and, above all, 

his Commentary on the Koran will live for ever." Ernst Schaffer tn Bonner Rundschau 


“I know his counsel and friendship will be greatly missed by >ourself and all who knew him’ — Harold 
Macmillan, Prime Minister of Great Britain In a message to Pt Jawaharlal Nehru 


^2) “ Yet it was by a remarkable Irony of fate that the learned Islamic divine, with a scholarly commentary on the 

Koran and many theological works to his credit, should be in the forefront of Congress repudiation of the two 
nation* theory and the demand for Pakistan, while the leader of the Muslim League should be the highly 
westernized and unorthodox Mr Jinnah " — London. Times 


The death of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Is a great loss not only to India but to all the countries of the Near and 
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t5) ■ Azad was one of the great resistance leaders during India's freedom struggle and one of the most colourful 

personages in the country’s political life. More perhaps than any other man, Azad can be said to have 
embodied the Congress party’s tradition of clarity of purpose and moderation of means He was not the 
prototype of a strong man and he lacked Jlimah’s magnetism and Nehru's popularity But the great work done 
by the eloquent, learned Azad first in connection with India’s Independence and later when it was a question of 
reconstructing free India, the Indian people will not easily forget ' Stockolm-Tidningen 


(6) “Maulana Azad’s is not the passing away of a single person but it is the death of a school of thought ” Jqdam, 
Lahore 


(7) “Maulana Abul Kalam Azad’s death is not only the death of a great personality, a great tradition, a school of 
thought, but it is a proof that political differences cannot lessen the respect for the people who are as sincere as 
Maunala Azad was That is why if yesterday night the entire Delhi could not sleep, Karachi, Lahore and Dacca 
also remained awake " — Imroz, Lahore 


(8) “I know India will deeply mourn his great loss, but our only hope on this sad occasion is that the new generation 
would march in his footsteps " — Khallda Adlb Khanam, Turkey 





Middle East He was a great scholar possessing wide knowledge of both the Vestem and tastem cultures He 
was the hero of freedom... " Fuad Koprulu. Minister of Foreign Afifalrs, Turkey 

(10) Maulana Azad s death is a tragedy for all Muslims He was a great general of the war of Indo-Pakistan freedom" 

Khan Abdul GhalTar Khan, Pakistan 

(1 1) He was a great scholar and a champion of Islam who had devoted all his life to the freedom of his countiy His 
memory was a rich treasure-house of all the best poetry of the E^st one felt in his company as if he was with 
one of Akbar’s nauratan . He belonged to the front line of those Muslim scholars who combined love for Islam 
with nationalism and to achieve his aim he worked with the great leader of India, Gandhi " The MUliyet Istanbul 

(12) "The Maulana was valuable and precious not only for India but the entire Muslim world In him the Turkish 
nation has lost a real friend " Dunya, Istanbul 


(13) "We shall always remember him as one of the greatest 
intellectuals ot the Islamic world and a friend of Turkey " — 
Celal Yardlmlcl, Minister of Education. Turkey. 

(14) "His death Is no doubt a great loss not only to India, but also to 
the Arab and Islamic world " Mustafa Sibal, Damascus 

(15) "(He) spent his life for the indpendence and unity of India 
and in the service of learning, science and humanity " Shouktl 
Kuwatly, Damascus 

(16) “(His) death (is) a great loss to the world of literature, to the 
Islamic world, and to all thinkers in general History would 
remember his great services to the Ideological and scientific 
fields " Munnir al-Qadhl, President Iraqi Academy 


(17) " though a great leader of the freedom movement in India, 

(he) was one who belonged to the whole world He was a great 
promoter of Indo-Iranlan culture " The Pars, Iran 


(18) 



"In him the Indian Government and people have lost a great 
patriot and one of India’s ablest sons who devoted his whole 
life to the struggle for independence and to the building up of 
India as a strong national ally." Ho Chl-Minh, President^ 
Republic of Viet Nam 

" a renowned personality not only oi India but of the whole 
of Asia" The Nepal Times. 

“The passing away of Azad Is not only a loss for the Indian 
Muslims, but is an irreparable blow to the Government and 
people of India as a whole Azad was no mere Islamic figure, he 
was a national leader of India and this was recognized by both 
Mahatma Gandhi and Prime Minister Nehru More than half a 



Maulana Azad Album 151 



(2^) “A man of action as well as InteUect. politician as well as 


scholarship and his robust 
H M ^ P°‘‘«<= 2 a evolution of 

HurdusS; ^ ® 

(28) ^en the two-naUon theoiy became prominent, in Maulana 

struggle to maintain the country in 

tact The Statesman. 

(29) In the passing away of Maulana Azad the nation has lost a 

great statesman, a great scholar and a great patriot " The Times 
(y India. 

(30) he was a rationalist to his finger-tips In outlook and 



scholar, the late Maulana Azad was one of India’s great 
leaders " — The Ottawa Citizen, Canada 

(24) “(Maulana Azad) was one of the galaxy of renowned Indian 
leaders who. along with Mahatma Gandhi. Inspired the Indian 
masses with the Idea of freedom from foreign rule and put them 
on their way towards Its achievement ’ The East African Times 
NfiirobL 

(25) “Abul Kalam Azad has rendered great services to oriental 
culture, from India and China to Babel and Egypt " Al-Akhbar 
Egypt 

(26) Abul Kalam was of the calibre of our own Mohamed Abdo.” 

Salamme Muse, .Egypt 


The Indian Press 


(31) The cause he espoused In the beginning of his career 
commanded his full loyalty till the end of his life ” Bharat Jyoti 

(32) “It was a happy destiny for India that the hero of the 
Independence movemnt and one of the main architects of 
Swaraj was endowed with nationalism as burning as his faith 
In Islam — for he knew the true meaning of both " — The 
Bombay Chronicle. 

(33) “A superb conversationalist, a patron of the arts, a worker for 
many causes and a man of devoted friendship, the Maulana 
was a priceless treasure which all could share and yet not 
exhaust ” — The Pioneer. 

(34) “Never was so much learning turned Into so much wisdom" — 
The National Herald. 
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^is cCynantic concept of tfie 
Unity of tfie Indian Ofation 



aulana Azad believed in the unity of the Indian Nation It had Its roots in his social, political and religious 
perceptior\s Never for a moment throughout his life did he budge an inch from his faith in the unity of the Indian 
nation He did not subscribe to the view that there was any majority or minority in India All were Indian citizens in his 
eyes and he disdained creating artificial barriers between them In a world resounding with different shibboleths and 
slogans, he stood firm like a rock and advised the Muslims to rise above all narrow and parochial concepts of communal 
safeguards and protections He declared at the Ramgarh Session 


“I am proud of being an Indian I am a part of the indivisible umty that is Indian nationality I am an essential 
element which has gone to build India 1 can never surrender this claim . It was India's historic destmy that 
many human races and cultures and religions should flow to her, fmdmg a home m her hospitable soil, and that 
many a caravan should find a rest here E>en before the dawn of history, these caravans trekked Into India and 
wave after wave of new comers followed This vast and fertile land gave welcome to all and took them to her 
bosom One of the last of these caravans, followmg the footsteps of its predecessors was that of the foUowers of 
Islam This came here and settled for good This led to a meeting of the culture — currents of two dlllerent races 
Like the Ganga and Jamuna, they flowed for a while through separate courses, but nature's Immutable law 
brought them together and joined them in a Sangam This fusion was a notable event in history This 
thousand years of our joint life has moulded us into a common nationality The cast has now been moulded 
and destiny has set her seal upon it Whether we like it or not, we have become an Indian nation, united and 
indivisible ” (Presidential Address! 

2 Principles guiding Maulana Azad’s political struggle; 

Maulana Azad very clearly spelled out in 1922 the principles which guided his political struggle against the 
British It was based on four principles 

1 Complete Hlndu-Muslim unity 

2 Peace 

3 Discipline i ^ a 

4 Determination to offer any sacrifice needed for achieving the ideal He expected complete ana 

unwavering confidence in Gcmdhljl’s leadership 
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(3C<^’((>*l^i«IA^j^ (I, 

o'l {r> 

. ‘^Ij>l(fi/b}ld^ (O') 

t ui'U^u;! •• •• 

'-s' <^-^(/^((t} b t'ot 

O ) <^ U;. o t 

^ 5 J^c^itS^ ‘ jf 

(tAvi) 

3. On May 31, 1948 Maulana Azad announced that a section of Social 
Education has been opened in the Ministry of Education He said. 

"Social education may therefore be defined as a course of study 
towards the production of a consciousness of citizenship among the 
people and the promotion of social solidarity among them." {Speeches} 

4. Rejects the concepts oj Mcyority and Minority 


^ 1 - 0^(5/ ( 


5, Opposed to Provincialism 


3 ^^/( (Provlnc 






6 Firm like a rock in his convictions 



7 No communal political organization 


iJ u yT" 
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8 See realilies of Ife 

s:l^j4^(siI^<£^ l^^if'i-Oi^Dii.^L^ 

ipfcfy ' ^Lj)^^U^ti:yjjjidki^cCj:^<-^<>j 

(jBi(‘ltlJij!l) “^t*J[^i?5|«£:-J/‘^U>^‘.5^ 

9 “To him communal politics was anathema, and he never wavered In his 
conviction that people of all faiths in India — Hmdus and Muslims. Sikhs and 
Christians — had to live as one community " The Ceylon Daily News 

10 When he was asked why he, a Mohammedan, should stand politically 
for that ‘Hindu Raj’ which so many Muslems feared. Instead of upholding the 
Islamic conception of Pakistan, he said that he could see no danger 

“Islam", he said, “has a strength far greater than that of any political arrangement 
and considerations of geographical boundanes would be utterly foreign to the doctrine 
of Mohammed " 

The true Moslem”, he went on, “will by his deeds, his kindness and consideration, 
attract others to gather under his standard of truth ” — The New York Tunes 








Some ^evsonciC i^minisccnccs 


I was hardly 7 or 8 years old when I heard 
Maulana Azad’s name. The first volume of Taijumcm-ul- 
Qw'an had just been published. My grandfather, Maulvi 
Farid Ahmad Sahib Nizami, who was a great admirer of 
Maulana Azad. had some delay in getting the book from 
the publisher. ImpaUent to read It, he got the book Issued 
from a local library His method was to underline 
important ideas of a book, but this being a library book 
he started noUng down important ideas on sheets of 
paper He was so enchanted by the Maulana’s approaeh 
that before his own eopy eirrived, he had almost ‘ehewed 
and digested' the entire book. I remember that for 
months his favounte topic of conversation with his 
friends was Maulana Azad’s approach to religion My 
grandfather was a regular subscriber of the Rationalist 
Review and Literary Guide of London and was In close 
touch with the Utilitarian, Unitarian and other 
movements of the West which were trying to interpret 
religion m terms of humanism, chanty and benevolence 
Maulana’s was the first approach in that direction He 
appreciated it immensely and talked to us also about the 
significance of his contribution to Quranic learning 

We had in our home complete files of al-Hilal and 
al-Balagh. I started reading al-Hilal at a very early age 
Its language was difficult but the style was so captivaUng 
that I committed to memory large passages from it 
vnthout understanding their meamng fully. 

I had the first and distant view of Maulana in 
Meerut when he visited the place to attend some meeting. 


On February 20, 1949 Maulana Azad visited the 
Aligarh Muslim Umversity His visit to various Faculties 
included the Department of History also I presented to 
him some booklets dealing with the life and 
achievements of Shah Kalimullah, Shah Fakhruddin and 
a few others. He glanced at the titles and turmng to his 
Private Secretary said' “Mas’udl Keep these" He sat 
down in the Seminar Room of the Department and talked 


about Persian histonans of medieval India Regarding 
Ziya-u’d-din Barani and his treatment of history he 
remarked that it was one of tatwil-i-bayan (long 
digressions). He referred to Tazkxrat-u'l-Waqi’at of Jauhar 
as an excellent specimen of the spoken Persian of those’ 
days. 

The University conferred on him the dcgiee of 
Doctor of Letters (honoris causa). He aduressed the 
Convocation also This was the first time that I saw him 
speak He had profound respect for Sir Syed who had 
extricated the MusUm mmd from medieval grooves and 
had developed a progressive outlook in Muslim 
intelligentsia. He himself was influenced by his writings 
in his early years But he was a cntic of Sir Syed’s policy 
of aloofness from political struggle and had criticised the 
role of Aligarh during the Khilafat and the Civil 
Disobedience Movements Some years back, some 
hooligans had misbehaved with him at the Railway 
Station. Rising above every feeling of bitterness, he spoke 
objectively and put the Aligarh Movement in its proper 
historical perspective with all its light and shade Every 
one present realised that the Maulana was great in every 
respect — gracious, forgiving, large-hearted and cool- 
headed My adrmrabon for him mcreased. 

In 1950-51 when I published Shah Wahullah Kay 
Siyasi Maktubat. I sent a copy to him It was immediately 
acknowledged and his Pnvate Secretary. Mr M.N 
Masud, wrote to me on 25 January 1951; 

"Maulana Saheb is glad to find that these letters have been 
published and that you are responsible for this He sends 
his good wishes and blessings for you and It is his sincere 
prayer that God may grant you so that you may 

publish more works of this nature ’’ 


This appreciation naturally thrilled me; it was the 
highest recogmtion that one could think of Perhaps 
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these blessings set the tone of my academic work in the 
years that followed 

In 1952 1 published Elliot and Dowson’s History of 
India (Vbl. II) with a detailed supplement identifying 
works which should be considered for a complete and 
comprehensive picture of medieval Indian poUty and 
society. I pointed out also how Sir Hemy Elliot had 
distorted medieval Indian History in order to create 
differences between the various Indian communities, as 
a part of the impenal programme. I sent a copy to 
Maulana Sahib. His Private Secretary Mr K. Kripalani 
acknowledged it on 10 July 1952 and wrote. 

"I am directed by Maulana Saheb to acknowledge your 
letter dated 7th July He has received the book and 
is veiy glad that you have done an excellent Job." 

Subsequently Mr Ajmal Khan wrote to me on 
August 15. 1953. 

Some time in Oct 1953, I sent a copy of Hayat-i- 
Shaikh ‘Abdul Haqq Muhaddith Dihlavi to the Maulana 
Mr. i^mal Khan wrote to me: 

In January 1953 a Seminar was organised in 
Delhi on “Gadhian Outlook and Techniques ” The 
famous French Orientalist Professor Louis Massignon 
was invited on this occasion. He had read about Khwaja 
Qutbuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki in my wntings and when in 
India he came to know about Gandhijl’s efforts in 
restoring the Mausoleum to its former position after 


unfortunate communal happenings there. Massignon 
visited the tomb and told the Maulana that he had visited 
the shrine inspired by my account of the saint He wrote 
to me thereafter on 29 March 1953. 

“ I was very sorry, in January, not to be able to 
come and visit. ..(Aligarh) I was obliged to return 
for an official duty to Paris 4 days after the 
beginning of the Gandhian Seminar. 

I had contemplated, since months, to have a talk 
with you on the two offprints from the “Islamic 
Review" (Islamic Culture), you had sent me years 
ago. on Iltutmish specially 

I realised gradually in what a striking way Gandhi 
had died in trying to have justice made for 
Muslims and when unexpectedly invited to the 
New Delhi Seminar, I made the pilgrimage of 
Mehrauli, knowing, owing to your beautiful lines, 
some knowledge of Qutbuddin Bakhtiyar’s 
manaqib. , I told it to Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad 

Years later (on June 17. 1962) when I met Prof 
Massignon in Pans, he told me that when Maulana Azad 
took him for a quiet lunch at his house, he spoke to him 
about the role of Indian Sufis m medieval history and 
then about my work The Maulana very “generously 
appreciated it " Massignon referred to my articles in his 
“La Signification Spirituelle Du Dernier Pelerlngage De 
Gandhi." 

People generally thought, and not without reason, 
that Maulana was not easily available. This made me 
also hesitant, but one day when in Delhi 1 thought 






^ ''t 


Maulana Azad Album 158 



Within minutes I was In the presence of Maulana — a 
rare combination of grace, elegance, awe and erudition I 
was not sure of being granted an interview and had not 
prepared my mind for it. I was a bit nervous. But the 
Maulana spoke with such affection that I regained my 
composure. He appreciated my work and advised me to 
continue it with single-minded devotion I referred to my 
paper on Sir Syed and Syed Jamaluddin Afghani, which 
was pubUshed in Aligarh Magazine. He had read the 
article and had only one advice for me. 

He spoke volumes in this one sentence. 

I met Maulana two or three times more. One 
meeting lasted less than 10 minutes and the other 
continued for nearly 30 minutes. The Maulana always 
spoke with such warmth and affection that I could feel 
his deep interest in the studies I was engaged in. Once I 
referred to people who had doubted the authenticity of 
Shah WaliuUah’s letters published by me. He listened to 
me and then said 

The Maulana was keenly interested in my edition 
of Elliot and Dowson’s History of India. He spoke about 
my work to Qeizi Abdul Ghaffar with approbation, which 
according to Qazi Sahib was very unusual for him Qazi 
Abdul Ghaffar mentioned it it me and also to the 
publisher. Mr. Aziz Hasan (Proprietor Cosmopolitan 
Publishers), who was close to Qazi Sahib as he had 
printed books and journals for the Anjuman Taraqqi-i- 
Urdu, of which he was secretary Qazi Abdul Ghaffar told 
him to approach Maulana for some help in expeditious 
completion of the project. At Mr. Aziz Hasan’s insistence I 
drafted on his behalf an application to Maulana Sahib. 
One of the sentences in the application was; 

“Some 90 years back Sir Henry Elliot had 
approached his Home Government for help in 
publishing his history which, he said, would 
crush all patriotic sentiments of Indians 


clamouring for political privileges, now we solicit 
our National Government’s help in removing the 
misunderstandings deliberately created by a 
foreign historian " 

At a meeting of the Sahitya Academy held under 
his Chairmanship on 26 March 1957 Maulana Azad 
suggested that I should be asked to translate Babur 
Namah into Urdu. Sometime later he told me that he 
wanted it to be in an abridged form on the pattern of 
Caldecot’s work Unfortunately the assignment remained 
in my name for years and I could not complete it. 

Sometime in 1955 Dr Zakir Husain asked me to 
assist Sheih Moinuddin Nadwi Sahib of Darul Musannifln 
Azamgarh in preparing a scheme of research in medieval 
Indian History The scheme was to be submitted to the 
Government of India for financial assistance. I supplied 
necessary data to Shah Sahib and suggested the lines on 
which the scheme had to be drafted. (The scheme as 
briefly incorporated by Ajmal Khan in Maulana Abul 
Kcdam Azad Kay Nam Adabi Khutut pp 354-357. is 
based on my draft). Maulana Mas’ud All Nadwi showed it 
to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 

Shah Moinuddin Sahib wrote to me on Dec 23, 1955. 

I 1 I? ^ " 
'-f jy 

Perhaps Shah Sahib or Maulana Mas’ud Ali Sahib told 
Mr Ajmal Khan that I had helped in the preparaUon of 
this scheme and that I would also be involved in its 
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implementation. He mentioned it to the Maulana when 
he was going through the scheme. Mr. AJmal Khan told 
me later that the Maulana was pleased to know that I 
would also be collaborating with Dar-ul-Musannifm 

In 1957 I discovered ‘Abdul Latifs Dlaiy I 
enquired from Maulana Sahib if there was any other 
manuscnpt of this work available anywhere. Mr M.N. 
Masud, his Private Secretary, informed me on November 
22. 1957; 

“Maulana Sahib has no knowledge that there may 
be in existence some more manuscript copies of 
the Diary of Abdul Latlf, nor has he any knowledge 
of Abdul Latlf himself. However, as the Diary you 
have in your possession Is of historical interest. 
Maulana Sahib is of the view that its publication 
will be worthwhile and should be published." 

This Diary was published in October 1958 as 1857 Ka 
Tarikhi Rochnamcha, but the Maulana had already 
departed for the world beyond. 


In 1959 when I edited Khair-ul-Mcycdis. and the 
Department of History published it, I dedicated it to the 
memory of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. 

In 1969 when I brought out the second edition 
of Shah Wallullah Kay Siyasi Maktubat, I dedicated it to 
the memory of Maulana Azad with the words: 

Sometime in 1952-53. I came into contact ^th 
Munshl Abdul Qayyum Khattat a favourite katib of 
Maulana. who had scribed the revised edition of 
Tarjuman-ul-9ur'an He had calligraphed my book on 
Shaikh 'Abdul Haqq and when he found in me deep 
admiration for Maulana Azad. he presented to me a few 


autographed pages of Tarjuman-ul- Qur'an and the 
letters he had received from him. He came to me to 
Aligarh, stayed with me for a couple of days and gave 
graphic description of Maulana Azad's life and routine 
A page of his reminiscences which he had written at 
my request appears elsewhere The letters and an 
autographed page of Tarjwnan-ul-Qur'an was published 
In Urdu Adab (Azad Number, 195P) by Prof. Alay Ahmad 
Saroor who borrowed this material from me 

In 1964, the International Congress of Orien- 
talists was held in Delhi Professor Humayun Kabir. 
then Minister, appointed me as Secretary of the 
Islamic Studies Section. When I called on him to thank 
for the honour done to me. he told me, to my great 
amazement, that Maulana Azad had twice spoken about 
my work with great approbation and it was on that 
account that he thought of entrusting this responsibility 
to me 

Maulana Azad has always remained a favourite 
study with me and I have collected most of his works. 
This album is simply a precursor of a detailed study of 
Maulana Azad which will follow soon. 

I have given here a bare sketch of my contact 
with the Maulana. but it is not possible to portray my 
feelings of respect and admiration for him. as Bedll has 
warned. 
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Several institutes, academies, libraries etc have been named after 
Maulana Azad. Particular reference may be made to the following. 

(1) Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Library, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh 

(2) Maulana Azad Medical College, Delhi 

(3) Azad Bhawan, Delhi 

(4) Abul Kalam Academy, Patna 

(5) Azad Educational Trust, Aurangabad 

(6) Abul Kalam Azad Oriental Research Institute, Hyderabad 

(7) Maulana Azad Educational Society, Aurangabad 

(8) Maulana Azad Memorial Academy, Lucknow 

(9) Abul Kalam Academy, Jamshedpur 

(10) Azad Research Institute, Karachi 

(11) AK Azad Islamic Awakening Centre, New Delhi 


Maulana Azad Album 161 













ClTte Last ^fiase 


(The death of Qais Is not his demise only; it has demolished the foundations of 

the whole nation) 


(1) Falls ill suddenly 



Maulana suddenly fell ill on Wednesday, 19 February. 1958 

Besides Dr, Roy, the following were in attendance. 

Dr. M.S. Rau, Dr. Ganguly, Lt. Col. S.S. Maltra, Dr. S.K. Sen, Dr. A.N. Bedi, Dr 
RK. Seth, Dr. Bhattachaijee and Capt. Kajla. In addition the facilities from the 
Army Medical Services were placed at the disposal of the team 

The Maulana passed away at 2.15 a.m. on Saturday, February 22, 1958 
at his residence 4, King Edward Road, New Delhi. 



(2) The Country plunges in grief 





The entire country plunged Into grief as the Maulana breathed his last. 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Dr. Radhakrishnan broke into tears on entenng the 
house. 

The mournful demonstration after his death that was witnessed in Delhi, 
and the universal sorrow and gloom In which the country was enveloped 
showed that the common people, who had but a rare cind distant glimpse 
of him, knew what they had lost: a philosopher, friend and guide ... with 
him passed away an epoch of Indian history and Indian cultural values 
which can perhaps never be re-created." (J.B. Kripalanil 




O thou sold thou art at rest! 

Return to thy Lord, well pleased and well pleasing. 

Enter thou among My senxmts; 

Enter thou My Paradise! 

(Syed Abdul Latif, English translator of Tarjuman-ul-Qur'an) 

The body lay m state at his residence from 8am till 12 45 pm 
Nearly half a million people attended the funeral. 

They packed the space between Jama Masjid and the Red Fort 

At 3. 10 p.m. as the body was lowered into the grave, bugles sounded the 
Last Post and Pt. Nehru was seen sobbing. 








Nehru Lends 
Helping Hand 
To Police 


A SPICIAL CORRESPONDENT 
t, DELHI, Saturday — Dm- 

Mcellent arranimaftti 
P«ihl policemen were^lflw,' 
^rd put to rcKuialinE the lam 

ss^«:ES"uja 


?**.k *Ste. *® »WUfie com- 
^1”-^ Putting up 

^♦‘•dirlol faoe in aplla 

Ljfe.*y ha aUtloi^ 

5R5F ^ ^ J“®t ‘*ooden pada* 
“^•M^.ftte and with 


. tppaaied to tha 
4 lo praeaad inaiib 
















^iJ'ji I i^(jl/;>LJi(f fiA^MiO ^A'^jii^? 

S\^ur.... 

f-\M d{/(^(jft)j) L^w{iuOi;^i/. . . . 

o/mJ (f‘Mji I J'SoiM 6 Mr- < 4- 0i;e) I /M 

- ^l/i/. 

The funeral prayer was led by Maulana Ahmad Sa’id, a distinguished 'alim and 
freedom fighter of Delhi about whom he had said in his Presidential Address to 
the Jami’at-ul-Ulama at Lahore in 19^2 1 




(O Delhi* O thou cradle of learning and art! 
terraces and doors stand In sUent lament? 
particle of thy dust sleep suns and moonsl 
Myriads of jewels Ue hidden in thy bosom! 

IBut tell me.l Is there any one burted In thy bosom who Is pride of the age like 

Is there any sparkling gem like him hidden in thy bosom? 


— Iqbal 
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2111 HaJJah 

1305 AH/ 16- 17 Aug 


1888 

1894 

1895 

1900-1901 

1902 

1902 

1904 

1904 


Oct 1905 - 
March 1906 


Birth In Mecca 


Father camp to Calcutta 

Death of mother 

Contributes poems to 
Famikh 


from Mecca 


Armaghan 


I- 


Started LAsan-us-Sidq 

H annual function 
Anjuman Himayat-ul- Islam, Lahore 

Partlctpated in the Lucknow session 
Conrercncf""""’'"’" 


On the editorial staff of al-lVadiaa 


On the editorial staff of Vakil Amiitsar 
1907-1908 Visits Egypt, Syna. Iraq, Turkey, France 
15 August 1908 Death of Father 


June 1912 Starts al-Hilal 

Asked to deposit Secunly 

1915 Security of aL//dal lorleitcd Starts a(- 

Balagli 

1915 Expelled from Bengal by the 

Government of Bengal and interned in 
Ranchi till 31 December 1919 


Chronology 


1919 

1920 

1921 

1923 

1930 

1931 
1940 

1942 

1943 

Apnl 1945 


Tazkirah published 

Released Meets Gandhiji for the firs, 
hme Takes part in the Non-Cooperatlor 

Mahhabad. starts Paigaam under the 
supendsion ol Maulana {3 months onty) 

President of the Indian National 
Congress, Delhi Session 

Achng President of the Congress 
Arrt^sted again and remained m jail pfi 

Tamman al-Q^u-an (Vol I) published 

Again elected President of the Congress 
continued till 1945 ^ ' 

Negotiations with Sir Stafford Cupps 
Arrested m August in "Quit India 
Movement in Jai! lor three years 

Death ol Begum Acad 


15 June, 1945 Released 

Allends Simla Conleience 
C’ondnels ncgolialions with the Cabi 

Mis-bion 


1940 



1951 

1952 


1955 


,/^SLJst 15 Minister 

Education. Government of India 


for 


Elected Deputy Leader 
Po'ty in Parliament 


of Congress 


Elected to Parliament 
Election Appointed 
Education, Natural 
Scientific Research 


in first General 
Minister lor 
Resources and 


Re-elected Deputy Leader 
party m Pat llament 


of Congress 


May-July 1955 Visited Europe and 
goodwill mission 


West Asia on a 


1956 

1957 


President of the Ninth 
Coulerencc of UNESCO in Delhi 


General 


Re-elected to Lok Sabha from 
Constituency 


Gurgaon 


22 February Death in Delhi 
1958 



1947 


Glen;™':" '"=■■■■■■ 
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